
John Knox Presbyterian Church 
3000 N. High School Rd. 

Indianapolis, Indiana  46224 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

January 26, 2020 – 12:00 noon 
 

1. Call to Order and Opening Prayer 
 

2. Approval of Docket – Setting of Quorum 
 

3. Giving Thanks for God’s Presence in Our Past 
 

A. Clerk of Session Report 
• Congregational Meetings in 2019 
• Other Highlights 

B. Congregational Reports 
• Staff 
• Ministry Teams 
• Board of Deacons 
• Board of Trustees 
• Other Church Organizations 

C. Recognizing Those Who Have Served 
• Elders:  Vicki Breece, Bev Ray, Barbara Williams 
• Deacons:  Betty Hartman, Mariah Judy, Kelly Porten 
• Trustees:  JoEllen Herman Gagna 

D. In Memoriam – Celebrating the Saints Who Have Gone Before Us 
 

4. Giving Thanks for God’s Bountiful Resources 
 A. Financial Review from 2019 

• Financial Secretary’s Report 
• Treasurer’s Report 

B. Debt Retirement Team Report 
 

5. Discerning God’s Guidance for Our Future 
 A. An Exciting Announcement! 
 B. Short-Term and Long-Term Factors 
 C. Review of the 2020 Budget/Approval of Pastor’s Terms of Call 
 

6. Actions the Congregation Takes at This Meeting 
 A. Election of Church Officer Nominating Committee: 
  2 Session Members; 1 Deacon; 6 Members-at-large from congregation 
 B. Meeting of the Corporation of John Knox Presbyterian Church 
  

7. Closing Prayer and Adjournment 
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  JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
3000 NORTH HIGH SCHOOL ROAD 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46224 
 

Report of the Clerk of Session – 2019 
 
Meeting as the Session for 2019 were Reverend Frank Mansell III, Pastor and Moderator, Pamela 
Herman, Clerk of Session, Commissioned Ruling Elder, Lisa Crismore, and Elders Alicia Andrews, Jon 
Barnhouse, Vicki Breece, Ken Duggins, Tim Graves, Nancy Orme, Bev Ray, Jeff Roberts, Amy Stiles, 
Clark Wells, Diane Whitaker, and Barb Williams.  Serving as commissioners and alternate 
commissioners to the Presbytery in 2019 were Jon Barnhouse, Nancy Orme, Bev Ray, Jeff Roberts, and 
Barb Williams.   
 
During 2019, the following regular and special meetings of the Session were held: 
      
     Regular Stated Meetings                                                                                11 
     Called Meetings To 
          To examine new officers                                                                             1 
          To receive new members                                                                            1 
          To approve baptisms                                                                                   0 
          To approve new heating and cooling                                                          1 
      
     Joint Meeting of Elders and Deacons                                                              1 
           
     The following Congregational meetings were held: 
          Annual                                                                                                         1 
          Called (to elect officers)                                                                              1 
 
Newly elected officers of the Class of 2022 are to be trained and then examined by the Session by 
January 27, 2020, and then ordained and/or installed during morning worship on January 27, 2019, prior 
to the Annual Congregational Meeting. 
 
The standing ministry teams chaired by elders include Christian Education, Mission, Personnel, Worship, 
and Finance. 
Representation of elders on these teams was as follows: 
          Christian Education                        2 
          Mission                                           2 
          Finance                                           2 
          Personnel                                        3 
          Worship                                          3 
 
The Church Officer Nominating Committee is a special committee that reports to the Session.  The 
Board of Deacons and the Board of Trustees operate under the guidance and direction of the Session.  
The Board of Deacons ministers to the needs of the congregation and community, oversees the 
Shepherding/Friend to Friend Program, and is responsible for maintaining the membership rolls.  The 
Board of Trustees is responsible for the maintenance and operation of the church facilities and the 
budget and financial considerations of the church.  The Finance Team oversees the check writing, 
bookkeeping, and budget requests presented by the various groups.  This team is also involved with the 
stewardship activities of the church. The Session had two representatives on the team this past year.  
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SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS: 
 

• Our church loan is through the Presbyterian Investment & Loan Program, Inc. (PILP).  With 
the way this program works, we (JKPC) continue to get a rebate check each year! How much we 
get depends on how many people/organizations invest in the program on our behalf.  Our rebate 
check for 2019 was $!!!  We continue to use this rebate to reduce the principal owed on our loan.  
When new investors support our loan, JKPC and other churches benefit! 
 

• Jillian Flynn continued her pursuit of a Master of Divinity degree.  She transferred to CTS here 
in Indianapolis, for her second year of seminary.  In February, the Session endorsed her to move 
from the status of inquirer to candidate in the process of becoming an ordained Presbyterian 
minister in the Presbyterian church. She and husband Hayden welcomed their first child, Jeffrey, 
into the world in late March!  Vicki Breece continues to be the liaison between Jillian and the 
session at John Knox.  
 

• Alicia Andrews and Amy Stiles, once again, were appointed by the Session to complete an audit 
of the church’s 2018 financial records.  This was accomplished in March, 2019, and everything 
was found to be in order. 

 
• CRE Crismore led a five-week Lenten book study on Sharon Garlough Brown’s fourth and 

final book in the Sensible Shoes series – An Extra Mile. Several women from JKPC also 
attended the Whitewater Valley Presbyterian Women’s Retreat at Second Presbyterian Church 
on March 23rd where Sharon Garlough Brown was the keynote speaker. 
 

• JKPC passed the Session Records Review in April with flying colors.  Special thanks to church 
secretary Amy Willis for helping make the clerk’s job so much easier!! 
 

• On March 1, 2019, we welcomed Rev. William Almodovar as our new DYM (Director of 
Youth Ministries)!  While pursuing his Master of Divinity degree from Christian Theological 
Seminary, he completed his field education piece working with Rev. Fernando Rodriguez 
(Iglesia Nueva Creacion) here at John Knox! He and his wife, Millie, are originally from Puerto 
Rico and have three sons.  The youngest, Wendell, is in our youth group.  Willie and Millie 
became grandparents for the first time this past fall, too!  

 
• The youth held their second annual Lip Sync Battle in April to help fund their mission trip for 

2019.  Their 2019 mission trip was to New Albany, Indiana where they helped Habitat for 
Humanity for a week.  There were seven youth who attended the Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
at Purdue University in July.  The youth shared their experiences from the mission trip and 
Triennium on Youth Sunday (August 4th) when they led both worship services. 
 

• In May, 2019, the chancel choir visited the Wheeler Mission Women and Children’s Center 
to once again entertain a very appreciative group of women and children with songs, homemade 
cookies, punch, and crafts. This has become an annual outreach of the chancel choir.  It was 
started a few years ago as an outreach at Christmas time, but it was decided that these women 
and children might appreciate some attention at another time of the year as well!! This time, 
donations of much needed items were collected ahead of time and brought to the center that day! 
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• Once again, we were found to be sharing a pitch-in meal followed by worship in the Fellowship 
Hall on the eve of the Indy 500 in 2019.  A regular worship service is possible for Brickyard 
Sunday since the start time of that race is later in the day and traffic/attendance is not as heavy as 
it is for the 500. 

 
• For VBS 2019, we used Cokesbury’s curriculum “Rolling River Rampage – Experience the 

Ride of a Lifetime with God” !  VBS was held in June again. June 17-21 was a super fun week, 
welcoming kids from our families, friends, and community and sharing the love of Christ.  We 
tried to do most everything outside, since it was kind of a camping theme, but the weather chose 
not to cooperate!!  It was a joint effort with Pastor Bere Gil Soto and several members from 
Iglesia Hermandad Cristiana helping.  Special help also came from Isaac Forcada Velasco and 
Dani Salazar Merano from Mexico, and Jon and Kelly Simpson (mission partners from World 
Reach in Alabama). These friends were most helpful in communicating with those in our 
Hispanic community.  The week ended with a joint celebratory worship service on Sunday 
morning with Iglesia Hermandad Cristiana. 
 

• Thirteen of our young people attended summer camps at PYOCA in 2019.  Thanks to the 
wonderful response to the Pentecost Offering and several special donations, all thirteen, once 
again, attended at no cost to their families!!!  
 

• We held our second  “WORSHIP IN THE PARK” worship service on Sunday, July 28th at 
Meadowood Park in Speedway followed by a pitch-in lunch. We had wonderful weather, a 
wonderful turnout, a wonderful service, and lots of good food! 

 
• The fourth annual Community Picnic in August was another success!  The weather cooperated, 

a lot of friends and neighbors came, and our DJ, the appearance of Boomer, good food, crafts 
and activities kept everyone entertained!  CRE Crismore, the Deacons, and many volunteers did 
a great job in planning, organizing, and implementing this event for the families, friends, and 
neighbors of our church. 

 
• On an ecumenical note, we hosted a joint Maundy Thursday evening worship service with St. 

Andrew’s Lutheran Church, and we worshipped with brothers and sisters in Christ from all 
Speedway area churches on Good Friday (at Speedway Christian Church) and again on the 
Sunday evening before Thanksgiving (at Westview Christian Church). 
We continue to stay connected and work with our Hispanic brothers and sisters in Christ.  Our 
Easter Festival reaches out to all our members, neighbors, and friends.  Pastor Bere Gil Soto and 
members of Iglesia Hernandad Cristiana helped with our VBS in June, and instead of holding our 
own Fall Festival this year, members from John Knox helped IHC with their Trick-or-Treat 
event on Halloween night at Westview Christian Church.  Over 600 children and adults 
experienced a safe place to trick-or-treat that evening.   

 
• In 2019, the PW (Presbyterian Women) garage sale made a comeback, bringing in over $4,000 

to help fund their projects and mission giving!  A Fall Bake Sale held in early November was 
deemed a success also.  The PW used some of their funds to purchase a few things for the church 
kitchen - two new coffee urns, new cutting boards, six new coffee carafes, and new table cloths 
for the serving tables.  And Betty Hartman was the recipient of the 2019 PW Honorary Life 
Membership! 
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• The Curtis/Ricketts Continuing Education Scholarship was established in March, 2014 
offering financial help to the non-traditional undergraduate student – 25 years old or older who is 
pursuing continuing education.  We had a repeat recipient again in 2019 - Micah Beck (son-in-
law of Janet Pitcock) received $500 towards his schooling costs.   
 

• Margaret Wilson Scholarship. This scholarship was established to help high school students 
pursue higher education.  Recipients of this scholarship in 2019 were Kelsey Merrill, Maddie 
Andrews, Spencer Wells, Scott Viefhaus, Ben McKinnon-Duggins, Courtney Merrill, Mariah 
Judy, and Faustina Annan.  Each received $750.00 towards their educational expenses. 
Donations are welcome at any time in support of this scholarship and the Curtis/Ricketts 
Scholarship. 
 

• Our Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE), Lisa Crismore serves for a three-year period at a 
time, and then her commission has to be renewed.  In August, the Session voted to renew her 
commission – good retroactively from May, 2019 until May, 2022! 

 
• On August 17th, a joint meeting of the elders, deacons, and trustees focused on answering four 

questions in small group discussions – 1) What about John Knox is not included in the numbers? 
In other words, to paint a complete picture, what else needs to be shared about who we are as a 
church? 2) What are the three primary challenges we will face as a congregation in the coming 
three years based on the information we’ve shared? 3) What brings us hope as we view these 
challenges? In other words, what new things might God be leading us to as a church? 4) What 
are three specific ideas in the next twelve months we might pursue that brings hope and joy even 
in the face of what might cause us fear??  The church officers were provided with various charts 
showing membership and worship attendance, age distribution, income/expense comparisons, 
budget comparisons, capital and total giving, and giving per member to aid in their discussions. 

 
• The Intergenerational All-Church Retreat at Camp Pyoca (September 27 – 29) was a 

wonderful experience once again for those who attended. Our guest speaker/leader was Dr. John 
Franke, resident theologian at Second Presbyterian Church.  His theme was “how to be disciples 
of Jesus in the present culture” – i.e. how we are to live out our faith and how we can share and 
/or speak about our faith. The children’s activities were led by CRE Crismore, with help from 
Goehrig Orr. Good food (Pyoca’s cinnamon buns are the best!), good fellowship, and worship in 
a beautiful setting were experienced by all!  

 
• Besides their visits to our homebound members and those in the hospital, Rev. Mansell and CRE 

Crismore continued to make monthly visits to Westside Garden Plaza to share a meal and 
communion with our members who are residents at this retirement/assisted living facility.  Other 
members accompanied Frank and Lisa on these visits as well. (The facility does need to know in 
advance how many are coming, and there is a cost for the meals.)   

 
• Our Christmas program for 2019 was an intergenerational affair once again. Dawnie 

Barnhouse came up with four Readers’ Theatre stories – “Tobit’s Christmas”, “Lighthouse 
Christmas”, “The Baker’s Dozen”, and “Home By Another Way”.  Dawnie, Lisa Crismore, Pam 
Herman, Patty McKinnon and Kelly Porten agreed to be the directors.   The overall theme was 
“The Joy of Giving”, and the presentation of the stories was interspersed with the singing of 
Christmas carols and relating how JKPC has been giving in various ways all through the year.  
Dawnie was the over-all director, Jonathan Barnhouse handled the technology, and Betty 
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Hartman handled costuming and props! Many thanks to them, Jeff Gillespie (for leading us in 
singing), Ann Hamel for preparing the PowerPoint presentation, Tina Davis and Susan Johnson 
(for providing punch and cookies after the program), and all the children and adults who 
participated, for a wonderfully fun experience! 

 
• Our “New Beginnings” program continues to flourish, meeting the needs of many. Since The 

Storehouse provides food for the needy only twice per month, New Beginnings was established 
to meet the needs of those seeking help throughout the week.   Our newsletter each month relates 
stories of those helped through this program. Donations to this program are welcomed at any 
time, but a few times each year we are especially encouraged to give a little extra – i.e. Father’s 
Day, Veterans Day, etc. 
 

• The Trustees had a challenging year.  The year began with a focus on changing the lighting in 
the Fellowship Hall to LED lights and re-keying the building (since it had been 14 years), among 
the many other things with which they normally deal!  Then April happened!  A leak in the 55 
year-old water lines in the Education Wing meant no heating or air conditioning until things 
were fixed or replaced!  The pre-school was very understanding and made do for the remainder 
of their school year.  The trustees had plenty of research to do before being able to make a 
decision on how to proceed.  The goal was to have things fixed or replaced by the time the 
preschool returned for their new school year.  A decision was made on August 4th on how to 
proceed, BoilerMASTERS started work the very next day, and the job was completed on 
September 4th.  An anonymous donor gave $6,000 towards the project so not as much from the 
Nathan “Bud” Higbie III Revocable Trust was needed to be used to pay the over $17,000 bill.  
The ground work/research for the lighting and re-keying issues has been done, but it will be up to 
the 2020 Board of Trustees to complete! 

 
• An Exciting Opportunity!!!  In 2019, the Center for Congregations offered a $10,000 grant 

to continue the exploration into what has formed us/shaped us into who and what we are today, 
and what might help us to be a formative influence on others! This began with the $3,000 
Formative Learning Grant we received from the Center for Congregations in 2018.  For this new 
opportunity, a resource person from the Center for Congregations helped with the writing of the 
grant proposal and also put us in touch with Ritch Hochstetler from ULead.  The grant 
application was completed, turned in (by May 31st), and accepted! We began by having everyone 
take a survey in August to find out how John Knox has been formative in their lives, and asking 
what kind of help or support they are looking for in meeting the demands of life. The 
Community Action Team (CAT) was formed and met with Ritch to learn more about table 
groups.  Then, there were several things the CAT needed to decide about these table groups – 
how many in each group, where would they meet, when would they meet (day/time), how often 
would they meet, how long the meetings would be, who would be the leaders, what would they 
do/talk about???  Everyone (members and friends included) was asked to respond to yellow 
inserts that were in the Sunday bulletins for a couple of weeks – explaining what table groups 
were about, and asking what days/times they might be available to meet.  We had 52 responses.  
Rev. Mansell had the challenge of filtering the responses and forming the groups based on the 
preferences given. Leaders learned just before Christmas who would be in their groups, and it 
was up to them to contact those in their groups to determine starting date and meeting place. In a 
nutshell, beginning in 2020, table groups are meeting twice per month, January through April, 
meeting for no more than an hour and a half each time, and hopefully growing deeper in our 
connections with one another and in our own faith!! 
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• At the December Session meeting, after reviewing all the facts, figures, and projections, the 
elders voted to approve a deficit budget for 2020. Then some amazing news was shared that 
will be shared with the entire congregation at the annual congregational meeting on 
January 26th!!!! Stay tuned!!!!   

 
• Births: 2 
• Baptisms: 2 
• Weddings:  0 

    
MEMBERSHIP FOR 2019 
     Communicant Membership as of December 31, 2018                                             202 
     Additions: 
          Confession of Faith and Baptism                                                                                1 
          Letters of Transfer                                                                                                       0 
          Reinstatement of Membership                                                                                     1 
          Reaffirmation of Faith                                                                                                 0 
          Confirmation Class                                                                                                      0 
          Other Gains                                                                                                                  0 
     Total Additions                                                                                                                2 
 
     Losses: 
          Letters of Transfer                                                                                                       2 
          Removed by Session or by their request                                                                     6 
          Deaths                                                                                                                          8 
     Total Losses                                                                                                                   16 
 
TOTAL ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2019                            188 
 
Since JKPC pays a per capita assessment to the greater church for each active member on the 
membership rolls, and since there is technically no longer such a thing as “inactive membership” 
(according to nFOG), the Session reviews the membership rolls each year.  Members who have been 
inactive in the life of the church for a year or more are contacted and asked to respond whether they 
wish to remain a member or not. If they respond that they do not wish to remain on the rolls, or if there 
is no response, then those members are removed from the active membership rolls. 
 
INTO THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT: 
 

Pauline Shockley – February 3, 2019 
Mary McKinnon – February 3, 2019 
John Owensby – April 14, 2019 
Delores Derner – July 9, 2019 
Carol Suzanne Phillippe – July 16, 2019 
Sandra Jane Crawford – July 24, 2019 
Joan Stern – August 29, 2019 
Don Charboneau – September 9, 2019 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pamela J. Herman, Clerk of Session   
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  JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
3000 NORTH HIGH SCHOOL ROAD 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46224 
 
    DATE: January 27, 2019 
    TIME: 12:30 PM 
    PLACE: Church 
 
PURPOSE: Annual Congregational Meeting: 

1. To review the minutes of the congregational meetings held in the year 2018; 
2. To complete any old/unfinished business; 
3. To review the annual reports of church officers, committees, and organizations; 
4. To elect members-at-large to the Church Officer Nominating Committee; 
5. To receive the annual financial review and the 2019 budget, and to approve any changes to the 

Minister's Terms of Call; 
6. To conduct the annual business of the Corporation of John Knox Presbyterian Church of 

Indianapolis, Indiana, Incorporated; 
7. To elect one more member to the Board of Trustees. 
8. To conduct any other business properly presented. 

 
OPENING: 
The moderator, Rev. Frank Mansell, called the meeting to order.  A quorum was declared (10% of the 
active membership), and Rev. Mansell opened the meeting with prayer.  
Jon Barnhouse moved, it was seconded and approved to accept the docket as presented. 
      
REPORT OF THE CLERK OF SESSION: 
The minutes of the congregational meetings of January 28, 2018 and November 18, 2018 were reviewed.  
These minutes have previously been received by the Session. 
The clerk’s annual written report was reviewed.   
 
Rev. Mansell gave thanks for those members who entered into the Church Triumphant in 2018: 

  Marilyn Sutherlin – January 5, 2018 
            Bob Pierce – January 22, 2018 
            Charles Spargur – March 16, 2018 
            Satish Pitamber – June 7, 2018 
            Lora Coats – August 1, 2018 
            Mildred Manring – September 28, 2018 
            Juanita Smith – December 31, 2018 
   

SPECIAL RECOGNITION: 
 Thanks and appreciation were expressed to those elders, deacons, and trustees who have completed 

their service: 
 
         Elders                                     Deacons                                      Trustees 
         Dan Bourne (2018)                Dawn Barnhouse (2018)             John Owensby (2018) 
    Rachel Emery (2018)            Barb Dunbar (2018)                     Octavious Salik (2018)                   
    Paula Lamey (2018)              Goehrig Orr (2018)                      Jim Williams (2018) 
         Rob Wistendahl (2018)         Judi Wistendahl (2018) 
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     The following members will serve as Trustees for 2019: 
  JoEllen Gagna                    Don Baumgardner                       Pat Dean      
       Matthew Whitaker             Linda Bourne                               Pete Ricketts 
 
REPORTS OF CHURCH OFFICERS, COMMITTEES, AND ORGANIZATIONS: 
Written reports of the officers, ministry teams, and organizations were provided for review.  Rev. 
Mansell invited comments and questions. The reports for the year 2018 were presented as follows: 
 Reports of the Church Staff 
  - Pastor 
  - Commissioned Ruling Elder/DCE 
  - Music Director 
 Reports of Ministry Teams 
  - Education  
  - Mission and Outreach 
  - Worship  
            - Personnel 
 Report of the Board of Deacons 
 Report of the Board of Trustees  
                   -Landscape Committee 
 Reports of Other Committees and Organizations 
            - Prime Timers 
  - Presbyterian Women of John Knox Church  
  - Church Officer Nominating Committee 
  - Debt Retirement Committee – Judy Ricketts expressed appreciation for all those who have kept  
              up with their pledges, all those who support the various fundraisers, and those who have  
              invested in PILP on behalf of JKPC.  We were reminded that we still have a loan to pay, so  
              there is still a need for all three of those things!  Judy and the committee continue to evaluate  
              the various fundraisers from time to time and look into other possibilities.  People have been  
              very generous in their giving, and because of that, once again, the amount pledged for debt  
              retirement for 2019 exceeds the amount needed for the monthly loan payments.  We will most  
              likely, once again, be able to make an extra payment against the principal of the loan in 2019.   
              We may, in fact, be able to pay off our loan in the next 4 or 5 years!! 
 
 OTHER GROUPS MEETING REGULARLY AT JOHN KNOX: 
            - Alanon (2 groups) 
            - Alcoholics Anonymous (1 group) 
            - English as a Second Language (ESL) through MSD Wayne Township 
            - Indiana Latino Coalition – Domestic Violence Support Group 
            - Indy Decorative Artists 
            - John Knox Fitness 
            - Neighborhood Christian Legal Clinic 
            - Overeaters Anonymous 
          
ONE TIME EVENTS HELD AT JOHN KNOX: 

- Marion County Election Board – Primary and General Election Voting 
- Wayne Township 4H – Annual Dinner/Cookie Auction 
- Whitewater Valley Presbytery Meeting – August 4, 2018 

 
FINANCIAL REVIEW 
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The following reports for the year 2018 were received: 
 Report of the Church Treasurer 
 Report of the Church Financial Secretary  
      The 2019 Budget was presented as printed in the annual report.  The session had approved a budget  
      for 2019 at its December 17, 2018 meeting.  Rev. Mansell explained some of the specifics        
      concerning the 2019 budget, and allowed for any questions or comments. It was noted that earlier in  
      December, it looked like we were going to have a considerable shortfall for 2018, and we were  
      looking at fewer pledges being turned in for 2019, but once people were advised of the situation,    
      many responded, and we ended 2018 on a good note.  It also looks like we are in good financial  
      shape for 2019.  Patty McKinnon complimented Rev. Mansell for being on top of our finances and  
      being so open and transparent in keeping us informed of the church’s financial situation. 
 
APPROVAL OF PASTOR’S TERMS OF CALL 
Every year, it is up to the congregation to approve the pastor’s terms of call.  There are no changes to the 
pastor’s terms of call for 2019.  Rev. Mansell left the Fellowship Hall, and Clerk Herman asked if there 
were any questions about the terms of the pastor’s call for 2019.  There were no questions.   Ken 
Duggins moved, it was seconded and approved to accept the pastor’s terms of call for 2019.  Rev. 
Mansell then returned to preside over the rest of the meeting. 
 
ELECTIONS 
Since Jim Williams had agreed to serve an extra year as a trustee in 2018, one more trustee was needed 
to complete the two years left in that slot.  Pete Ricketts was asked and agreed to complete that term.  
Vicki Breece moved, it was seconded and approved that Pete Ricketts be elected as a trustee - Class of 
2020 (a two-year term). 
 
Moderator Mansell then asked for six volunteers willing to serve as members-at-large on the Church 
Officer Nominating Committee for 2019.  Carol McKeown, Patty McKinnon, Sandy Jordan, Michelle 
Rethmeyer, Barb Weetman, and Terence Viefhaus answered the call.   Nancy Orme moved, it was 
seconded and approved, that these six along with Mary Carter (Deacon representative), and Diane 
Whitaker and Alicia Andrews (Elder representatives) will serve on this committee. 
 
MEETING OF THE CORPORATION OF JOHN KNOX CHURCH: 
Ken Duggins moved, it was seconded and approved that the meeting of the Congregation be suspended 
and the meeting of the Corporation was opened.  It was shared that JoEllen Gagna will serve as 
president of the trustees, Matthew Whitaker as vice-president, and Linda Bourne as secretary.  No other 
items of business were introduced. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Corporation, Judy Ricketts moved, it was seconded 
and approved that the meeting be adjourned and the annual congregational meeting was reconvened. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
No further business was brought before the congregation.  Ken Duggins moved that the annual 
congregational meeting of John Knox Church be adjourned and this was approved by common consent. 
 
CLOSING: 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
                                                                                      
                                                                            Respectfully submitted,  
                                                                            Pamela J. Herman, Clerk of Session    
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  JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
3000 NORTH HIGH SCHOOL ROAD 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46224 
 
    DATE: November 24, 2019 
    TIME: 9:50 A.M. 
    PLACE: Church 
 
PURPOSE: Called Congregational Meeting for the purpose of electing officers to the Class of 2022 and 
of filling unexpired terms. 
 
OPENING: 
The moderator, Rev. Frank Mansell, called the meeting to order.  A quorum was declared, and Rev. 
Mansell opened the meeting with prayer.   
      
NEW BUSINESS: 
The slate of officers recommended by the Church Officer Nominating Committee for the Class of 2022, 
and unexpired terms, having been published for the past two weeks, was presented to the congregation.  
The following nominees were recommended: 
 
Elders: Dan Bourne, Ann Hamel, Pam Herman, and Alicia Andrews (one-year term). 
Deacons: Susan Graves, Sandy Jordan, and Daisy Tawiah (one-year term).  
Trustees: Hayden Flynn, Jim Williams, and Matthew Whitaker (one-year term). 
 
Rev. Mansell asked those nominees who were present to stand as they were introduced.  He also asked if 
there were any nominations from the floor.  There being none, he asked for a motion to elect those who 
had been recommended.  Ken Duggins moved, Terence Viefhaus seconded, and it was approved to elect 
the proposed nominees.  Rev. Mansell mentioned that we are still in need of two more deacons for the 
Class of 2022, but that we would call another congregational meeting as needed. He also mentioned that 
we might consider making a change in the by-laws as to the number of church officers needed in the 
future. 
 
Rev. Mansell asked those who served on the Church Officer Nominating Committee this year to please 
stand to be recognized for their service.  Thanks were expressed to the six at-large members – Carol 
McKeown, Patty McKinnon, Sandy Jordan, Michelle Rethmeyer, Barb Weetman, and Terence 
Viefhaus, and to Deacon Mary Carter, and Elders Diane Whitaker and Alicia Andrews. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There was no further business to be brought before the congregation, so Rev. Mansell asked that all 
those in favor of adjourning the meeting please stand.  All stood. 
 
CLOSING: 
Rev. Mansell closed the meeting with prayer.  
 
 
 
______________________________________                         ______________________________________ 
Rev. Frank Mansell, Moderator                                            Pamela Herman, Clerk of Session  
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Pastor’s Annual Report – 2019 
 

As I reflect on the past year, there are some specific areas that stand out to me as I enter 
my seventeenth year as your pastor. 
 
Trying New Things – I could say this every year, but we are a church that isn’t afraid to try 
something new.  We started having Faith Conversations after the 11am service in January, 
and this has proven to be a meaningful time of fellowship and conversations over a simple 
lunch each month.  In the fall, we began the Formative Grant Program through the Center 
for Congregations, which is giving us an opportunity to explore our relationships as people 
of faith, and we had a fun celebration event with Ritch Hochstetler from ULEAD in 
September.  We are excited about starting Table Groups in 2020, a form of small group 
ministry which is part of this grant program. 
 
Giving Thanks for Saints – Every year, we experience the death of members and friends of 
the church.  But this year seemed particularly tough, as we had a total of eight saints die at 
John Knox – three of whom were charter members of this congregation, all of whom were 
long-time disciples who formed us as people of faith.  Walking through these times of grief 
with families and the church was both challenging and deepening for me, as I saw our 
congregation surround families and one another with compassion and love in the midst of 
these losses. 
 
Broadening Use of Our Space – We had the opportunity this year to host three music 
concerts for our community – two of which were new experiences for us.  The Indianapolis 
Brass Choir, the Telos Trio, and the Circle City Ringers all brought their gift of music to us, 
and it was enlivening and uplifting to all who came.  It also reinforced one of our hopes and 
purposes for building the new sanctuary in 2010: that we could invite our community into 
this space to grow and be inspired in a multitude of ways. 
 
CREDO Experience – On a personal level, I was given the gift of participating a CREDO 
retreat in the early-Spring.  This was sponsored by the Board of Pensions of the PC(USA), 
and was held at Ferncliff Camp and Conference Center outside Little Rock, Arkansas.  Over 
the course of the week, I was given the opportunity to reflect on all aspects of my life – 
physical, emotional, and spiritual health; my sense of call; and my sense of purpose in life.  I 
found this week renewing and inspiring, as it helped me form steps to take toward health 
and wholeness, steps which I have formed new routines in my life which I am grateful for. 
 
As we enter a new year of ministry together, may we all feel a sense of renewal and 
inspiration to serve Christ in this Open. Caring. Community! 
 
With a full and grateful heart, 
Frank 
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Commissioned Ruling Elder – Annual Report 2019 
 
My spiritual word this year was “inspiration”. When one thinks about this word, you would think 
that I was the one to be the inspiration to others. However, as I reflected on this past year, I 
believe God was my inspiration. It was a tough year and many times I struggled. Through it all, 
God was there weaving in hope and light into the despair and darkness. 
 
I think the biggest challenge was in my personal life as my daughter, Sarah, went through a 
divorce at the beginning of the year. It is extremely difficult to see your children suffer. There is 
nothing you can do to fix the pain. All you can do is pray and keep supporting them. Even 
though this year has been rough, God has inspired Sarah, to rebuild her life giving her strength 
to climb the mountain. She is succeeding and growing stronger through it all. Praise be to God! 
 
It was a huge blessing to welcome William Almodovar to our staff team as our new Director of 
Youth Ministries. Willy had completed his field education through Christian Theological 
Seminary with Iglesia Nueva Creación and Fernando Rodriguez. So, I was familiar with working 
with him. It was truly an inspiration from God that we received his resume showing interest in 
the position. It was also inspiring to see the youth take part in the interview process and discern 
with great care the decision to hire him. 
 
Our Lenten Book Study wrapped up the 4-part series of the Sensible Shoes. The last book was 
titled “An Extra Mile”. This book brought mixed emotions for us as the three remaining 
characters were trying to figure out how to move on after the loss of their dear friend, Meg. 
These four friends and the journey we have travelled with them have inspired me. They have 
taught me that through it all you can grow stronger in your faith and embrace the call that God 
has for your life wherever it takes you. 
 
Vacation Bible School was embarking on something new as we were hoping to hold most of the 
event outside with the goal of connecting to our community. The weather did not cooperate 
with this although everyone was willing to try it. God inspired us with the gift of the Simpsons 
return and we welcomed back Isaac and his girlfriend, Dani. We also partnered with Iglesia 
Hermandad Cristiana and experienced a new energy under the leadership of Bere Gil Soto, their 
pastor. Despite the weather, we had a fabulous week making new friends and reuniting with 
past friends. We took the ride of a lifetime with God as we travelled the Rolling River Rampage – 
our theme! 
 
We welcomed the Community Picnic with wonderful sunshine and gusty wind! It was a grand 
day as we shared books, served food, bounced with Boomer, boogied to the music by Ron, 
plarned with Pam, spun for candy and enjoyed our neighbors! We ran out of food at just the 
right time and we questioned running out to buy more. I am always inspired how God gives us 
all a great time with this event…rain or shine we have made it special for our guests. 
 
This fall I was blessed to spend twelve glorious days traveling to Spain and walking my beloved 
Camino de Santiago. It had been five years since I had been there during my sabbatical. This 
time I trekked to the water along the western coast to Finisterre and Muxía from Santiago. 
Rebekka, my German daughter, joined me and we had a great time. God’s creation continues to 
inspire me as I heard the power of the ocean waves roar in, felt the cool water on my feet and 
experienced two magnificent sunsets. 
 
We partnered again with Iglesia Hermandad Cristiana for Trick or Treat on Halloween night. This 
time we went to their church. We welcomed 430 children and 300 adults. It was glorious to 
welcome over 700 people but a little overwhelming as we had to send Frank out for more 
candy…twice!  
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The congregation surprised me by celebrating my fifteen years of ministry at John Knox with a 
cake, video tribute and showering of cards. It was truly a special day! I have been inspired and 
blessed by God through our congregation and colleagues in ministry throughout this year and 
my time at John Knox. I look forward to seeing what God has planned for the start of this new 
decade – 2020! I am sure I will continue to be inspired as I look to the hope and light that God 
gives to us all! 
        Peace, Lisa 
 

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

JKPC Youth Ministries  

Director of Youth Ministries: William Almodovar 

In 2019, the John Knox Presbyterian Youth lived, enjoyed and shared a season of change, 
hope and new spiritual experiences. 
 
Listed below are some of the most enjoyable and memorable highlights of our past year 
together: 
 
-VBS 
-Cooking contest 
-Mission Trip to New Albany 
-Monthly Youth Group Gatherings 
-Sunday Morning Church School 
-Sunday School Guest Teachers 
-Youth Sunday 
-Performing Musical Instruments in Worship 
-Participating in the Church Choir/Praise Band 
-Participating in the Community Picnic 
-Roller Skating 
-Youth Winter Retreat 
-Photo Exhibition 
-Lip Sync Battle 
 
 
We are getting ready for the new year and expecting God’s blessings and surprise for our 
life as youth group.  
 
Blessings,  
Pastor William ` 
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Director of Music Report – 2019 
John Knox Presbyterian Church 

 
During 2019, the dedication of music volunteers in the Chancel Choir, Spirit Alive 
Band, and Handbell Choir continues to be a blessing. Our choir and band are not 
large in size, but size means nothing without dedication. It has been a pleasure 
serving our volunteers who have such a heart for worship. 
 
The Chancel Choir and Band have continued to explore diversity in music styles in 
order to reach a congregation growing in diversity. Both groups are always willing 
to try new things, to stretch and grow in their music ministry. The Chancel Choir 
returned to the Wheeler Center for Women and Children again during May. The 
Center has become a very special place for us, and our visits continue to be a 
highlight of our year.   
 
In December we had a small handbell ensemble that played before Christmas. 
Hopefully in 2020 we will hold an open call for volunteers willing to play bells during 
Lent or Easter. No matter what, we will continue to explore ways to continue using 
handbells in ministry. 
 
The annual Celtic service was again presented in the Fall and was well-received.  
The musical talents of our youth continue to be expressed in worship at various 
times during the year, and I am grateful for their willingness to participate. In 
addition, the volunteers who presented special music during the summer added 
greatly to the 9:00am service.  
 
I look forward to another blessed year at John Knox in 2020. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Jeff Gillespie 
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Christian Education Ministry Team 
ANNUAL REPORT – 2019 

 
Education Team Members: CRE Crismore, Dawnie Barnhouse, Jon Barnhouse, Nancy Orme, Pam 
Herman, Diane Whitaker, and DYM William Almodovar. 
 
The goal of the Education Team is to focus our education programs and outreach activities to 
model Jesus’ command to “Feed my sheep.” both inside the walls of the church and to our 
community.  Those programs and activities for 2019 were the Sunday morning education hour, a 
Lenten book study, the Easter Festival, Vacation Bible School, helping Iglesia Hermandad 
Cristiana with their Trick or Treat event, and the intergenerational Christmas program.  The 
Education Team also oversees the youth group, women’s retreats, graduate recognition, mission 
trips, the third grade Bible program, and confirmation. 
 
We began our 2019/2020 Sunday School year in the middle of August 2019 due to the fact that 
most of the schools in our area begin around August 1st!  On Sunday mornings, beginning in 
August of 2019, we had some changes to our normal offerings.  Due to declining attendance, 
there would no longer be a pre-school class for children ages 3 through 1st grade.  There is a 
combined class for children in grades 1 through 6, the youth (grades 7 through 12), and an adult 
Forum Class coordinated by Patty McKinnon. If there are any preschool/kindergarten children 
on a Sunday morning, they can choose to go to the Combined Class or the Crib Room.  Our 
Sunday School offering continues to be designated for our mission efforts specifically for the 
Tamayo church in the Dominican Republic. Also, the Children in Worship program was 
suspended for the year. This program is meant for children ages 3 through 3rd grade, and there 
simply are not enough children in this age range to continue. A children’s worship bulletin has 
been offered instead for the Sunday morning worship services, which has games and activities 
that focus on the scripture used in the sermon for that Sunday. 
 
Summer Sunday School for children takes on a different look.  Regular teachers and leaders for 
the school year are given a break, and a variety of activities take the place of the regular Sunday 
School curriculum.  Also, Children in Worship does not take place, allowing young children the 
opportunity to worship with their families and the rest of the congregation.   
 
In March and April, CRE Crismore led a very well attended five-week Lenten book study on 
Sharon Garlough Brown’s fourth and final book in the Sensible Shoes series – An Extra Mile. 
Several women also attended the Whitewater Valley Presbyterian Women’s Retreat at Second 
Presbyterian Church on March 23rd where Sharon Garlough Brown was the keynote speaker.    
 
Rev. William Almodovar was hired as the new DYM (Director of Youth Ministry) on March 1, and 
began meeting with the youth right away on Sunday mornings.  The youth held their second 
annual Lip Sync Battle in April, raising money to help fund their mission trip to New Albany, IN in 
June to help Habitat for Humanity for a week. Ten youth and four adults went on that adventure, 
and then seven youth went to the Presbyterian Youth Triennium held at Purdue University in 
July. The youth shared their experiences when they took charge of both worship services on 
Youth Sunday (August 4th).  In church school, the youth have studied “What Will Jesus Undo?” – 
discussing indifference and hypocrisy, and then “Being Presbyterian”.  A couple of movie nights, 
a skating party, a cooking contest, a photo contest, and a retreat at Jameson Camp have kept 
them very occupied. 
 
Two special events this year reached out to the children of our members, friends, and 
community.  The Easter Festival provided a pancake/sausage breakfast; a “Journey Through 
Holy Week” in the sanctuary (this is a hands-on way to experience Palm Sunday, the Last 
Supper, forgiveness of sins at the cross, and the angel at the resurrection tomb); games with 
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prizes; and a chance to take the story of Easter home by making “resurrection eggs”. Vacation 
Bible School was held in June again.  This time we had help from Pastor Bere Gil Soto and 
members of the Hispanic congregation -  Iglesia Hermandad Cristiana (which includes several of 
our friends from the former Iglesia Nueva Creacion!).  We used the Cokesbury curriculum  
“Rolling River Rampage – Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God” and had great 
participation. We continued offering the science piece - this year again with the help of “mad 
scientists” Sue Hartman, Jim Williams, and Barb Weetman! Science always seems to be a big hit! 
Kelly Porten did a great job with the music! Isaac Forcada Velasco (Liz Arrieta’s son) and Dani 
Salazar Moreno (friends from Mexico), and various other helpers kept the kids moving in 
recreation.  Our missionaries, Jon and Kelly Simpson, helped us again – Jon with the youth, and 
Kelly with one of the younger groups! The help in communicating with those in our Hispanic 
community is greatly appreciated. And we are extremely thankful for all those volunteers who 
return each year to help in so many ways (teachers, helpers, cooks, registrars, runners, etc.!  We 
did not host a Fall Festival this year, but instead helped Iglesia Hermandad Cristiana and 
Westview Christian Church with their Trick or Treat event on Halloween night at Westview 
Christian Church.  Over 600 children and adults walked the halls of the church that evening 
enjoying a safe Halloween experience. 
 
Graduate Recognition occurred in June.  We celebrated Mariah Judy, Joshua Gillespie, Jen 
Merrill, Courtney Merrill, Zach Merrill, Alexander Lyons, Felipe Baumgardner, Faustina Annan, 
Jenna Flannery, and Lauren Weetman.  We pray they will do well as they head off to new 
experiences in college and continue their faith journeys in their new settings. 
 
The Education Team oversees the Margaret Wilson Scholarship and the Curtis/Ricketts 
Scholarship.  Jonathan Barnhouse, Pam Herman, and Nancy Orme served on the scholarship 
committee for 2019.  Eight students received Margaret Wilson Scholarships – Kelsey Merrill, 
Maddie Andrews, Spencer Wells, Ben McKinnon-Duggins, Scott Viefhaus, Courtney Merrill, 
Mariah Judy, and Faustina Annan. Each received $750 towards their college expenses. The 2019 
recipient of the Curtis/Ricketts Scholarship was again a repeat - Micah Beck (son-in-law of Janet 
Pitcock), who received $500 to continue his education. 
 
Third Grade Bibles!  We feel it is very important to encourage our young children to read and 
study the Bible, so as soon as they are able to read well (generally by third grade) we present 
these children with their own Bible.  Zayden Myers (Kit Swigart’s grandson) received his in 
October.   
 
The annual Intergenerational Christmas Program for 2019 was a hit!  Thanks to Dawnie 
Barnhouse who came up with four Readers’ Theatre stories to be performed on December 8th.  
The theme for the evening was “The Joy of Giving”, and these four stories were interspersed 
with the singing of carols and the telling of the many ways that John Knox gives all year long.  
“Tobit’s Christmas” was directed by Patty McKinnon and Kelly Porten. “Lighthouse Christmas” 
was directed by Dawnie Barnhouse.  “A Baker’s Dozen was directed by Pam Herman, and 
“Home By Another Way” was directed by Lisa Crismore.   In this day and age, since everyone is 
so busy (especially at Christmas time), we are always looking for something meaningful, but 
that requires very little time and effort!  Readers’ Theater stories seem to fit the bill!!  Jonathan 
Barnhouse handled the technology, Ann Hamel created the PowerPoint, Jeff Gillespie played the 
piano and led us in singing, and Betty Hartman was in charge of the props and costuming. Many 
thanks to all those who participated, and to Tina Davis and Susan Johnson for the punch and 
cookies afterwards!! 
 
We welcome others to join our team!  We can always use new ideas! 
Joy and Blessings,  
The Education Ministry Team 
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2019 Mission Ministry Team Annual Report 
 

What does the Mission Team do?  LOTS!  In essence, we are the group that coordinates all 
sorts of local, national, and international mission programs and activities for John Knox.  
Each month, we seek to share about these programs in the Tidings newsletter, and through 
weekly bulletin and email announcements, all of us are invited to participate with our gifts 
of time, talent, and treasure. 
 
On a LOCAL Level, here are some of the outreach initiatives we participated in in 2019: 

• Food on the First – food donations on the first Sunday of every month to support 
The Storehouse Food Pantry. 

• Souper Bowl of Giving – the JKPC Youth led us in collecting food and money on 
Super Bowl Sunday which supported The Storehouse Food Pantry. 

• New Beginnings – offerings and food donations throughout the year support 
neighbors who come needing assistance with all sorts of needs. 

• Family Promise/Interfaith Hospitality Network – lunches and money donated provide 
hospitality for homeless in our community that are hosted at Speedway-area 
churches.  New this year, we also volunteered our time four times during the year to 
drive guest families to and from the Family Promise Day Center, provide supper for 
the guests, and stay overnight with them. 

• Mother’s Day-Coburn Place – donations of robes and slippers and money for abused 
women in that shelter. 

• Ronald McDonald House meals (Labor Day and New Year’s Eve) – many people in 
the church provided home-cooked meals to families whose children are patients at 
Riley Hospital for Children. 

• Cookie Sales (May and December) – money raised donated to the Debt Retirement 
fund, to assist with paying of building loan. 

• Backpack Attack – donations of school supplies help children in Indianapolis who 
otherwise would not be prepared for start of school year. 

• Hat and Mitten Tree – donations of new winter hats, scarves, and mittens go to 
children in neighboring schools who otherwise would not have such needed winter 
clothing.  This year we collected the winter clothes in November, so that the children 
would have them before winter started! 

• Salvation Army Angel Tree – for the second year, we invited people at John Knox to 
adopt children from this program and purchase Christmas gifts, which then their 
parents could give them on Christmas.  Thank you for your generous response! 

 
Financially, the Mission Team has supported several local mission and service organizations 
in the Indianapolis community, providing important services to members of our community.  
These include: Seeds of Hope, The Storehouse at St. John’s, Family Promise/Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, the Salvation Army. 
 
We also live out our calling as a connectional church, by supporting Presbyterian Partners 
in Mission in several ways: 

• Collected monies through the Pentecost Offering and individual donations, so that 14 
of our youth and children could attend summer camp at Pyoca Camp, Conference 
and Retreat Center – the most we have ever sent to camp! 

• Donated both per capita and undesignated mission giving to Whitewater Valley 
Presbytery, the Synod of Lincoln Trails, and the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), to support each of their mission initiatives. 
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• Also supported the Theological Education Fund of the PC(USA), which supports our 
church’s seminaries and their students. 

• Collected the four special offerings of the PC(USA) during the year for specific 
mission initiatives locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Ø One Great Hour of Sharing – supports Presbyterian Disaster Relief and its 
efforts to aid people in times of disaster in our country and around the world. 

Ø Pentecost Offering – we keep 40% for our local mission with youth and 
children (camp scholarships); used by PC(USA) for ministry with children, 
youth, and young adults. 

Ø Peace and Global Witness Offering – we keep 25% for our local mission for 
peacemaking efforts (donated to The Storehouse for their community 
peacemaking and hunger relief efforts); used by the PC(USA) for peacemaking 
efforts nationally and internationally. 

Ø Christmas Joy Offering – helps provide financial assistance to current and 
retired church workers and their families, as well as providing assistant to 
students of racial-ethnic colleges affiliated with the PC(USA). 

 
Finally, we have a very special relationship with missionaries Jon and Kelly Simpson of 
World Reach, Inc.  They currently serve in Alabama with World Reach’s headquarters, but 
they still must raise their own funds for their work in this country and around the world.  We 
support them financially in this manner, and they come once a year to help with our 
Vacation Bible School and share about their work as missionaries. 
 
Many thanks to all at John Knox Presbyterian Church who support these and other mission 
initiatives of this Open. Caring. Community.  Your generosity of spirit is evident by the ways 
people are changed through Christ’s love in this place.  A special thanks to those on the 
Mission Team who have helped coordinate and support all of these initiatives in 2019: Jim 
Graves, Bev Ray, Tim Graves, Carol McKeown, and Frank Mansell. 
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2019 Worship Team - Annual Report 

 
The Worship Team met throughout the year as needed.  Members included Frank Mansell, 
Jeff Gillespie, Barbara Williams, Ann Hamel, Dianne Whitaker and Amy Stiles. 
 
The Worship Team reviewed and presented to the Session any changes for worship, 
schedule of times, pulpit assignments and worked with the chancel guild to organize and 
prepare for communion and seasonal events of the church such as Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Easter and the seasons of Advent and Christmas. 
 
A pancake supper was held on Ash Wednesday, March 6. A special thanks to the Orme’s, 
Jordan’s and others for their work in providing this. A Maundy Thursday combined service 
with St. Andrew Lutheran church was held April 18 at 7:00pm in the sanctuary. The service 
included prayer, scripture, music, the Lord’s Supper and a foot washing ceremony observed 
by the congregation. At the end of the service, stripping of the church took place which 
was the removal of various items from the sanctuary. Good Friday services were held with 
other Speedway community churches April 19 at noon at Speedway Christian Church.    
Regular services were held on Easter Sunday.  Easter lilies and Palms were ordered by Amy 
Willis. Tulips and daffodils were also offered to the congregation as choices for Easter 
Sunday. Palms were distributed on Palm Sunday.  Easter lilies, tulips and daffodils were set 
up in the sanctuary by the Chancel Guild.   
 
An informal service of worship the weekend of the 500 Race was held in the Fellowship Hall 
on Saturday May 25 following a pitch-in picnic starting at 6:00pm.   
 
A joint VBS worship with Iglesia Hermandad Cristiana was held June 23. 
 
Worship in the Park was held July 28 at 11:00am at Meadowood Park Speedway shelter #1. 
Lunch was served after the service in shelter #2.  The Worship Team arrived at 
approximately 9:00am to set up. Thanks to all who led and all who participated in the 
worship service.  Lunch included fried chicken, chips, drinks and baked beans made by 
Sarah Gage.  A special thanks to Sarah.  Members and friends of John Knox provided many 
and various side dishes and desserts.  It was a wonderful day.  Thanks to all. 
 
Indianapolis Brass Concert was held September 8 at 4:00pm 
 
A joint community Thanksgiving service was held on November 24 at 7:00pm hosted by 
Westview Christian church and Iglesia Hermandad Cristiana.  
 
Worship Team members along with the chancel guild and members of the congregation 
decorated the sanctuary and other areas of the church for Christmas.   Thanks to all who 
helped decorate and de-decorate for this special season. 
 
A Blue Christmas service was held December 17 at 6:30pm, and there was one combined 
special Christmas Eve Candlelight/Communion service which included the Contemporary 
Band and the Chancel Choir held at 7:30pm on December 24.  Thanks to everyone who 
participated in this service to honor and give glory to the Christ child.  
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The Worship Team organizes and/or supports the following: 
1. All Church Intergenerational Retreat – The fall all church retreat was held   

September 27-29 with Dr. John Franke, resident theologian at Second Presbyterian 
church, as speaker. There were 29 participants - adults, youth and children.  The 
theme for the retreat was “Discipleship: Participating in God’s Mission to Save the 
world.” Thanks to those who planned, served and participated in this event.   The 
next retreat is scheduled for October 2-4, 2020. 

2. The Hospitality Team (Sunday AM Fellowship).  Sunday morning fellowship is a good 
time for conversation with other members and visitors and to enjoy the varied 
refreshments that are provided.  Thanks to hospitality team members:  Ann Hamel,  
Frank Mansell,  Diane Whitaker, Clara Larrick,  Barbara Weetman, Karen Clevenger, 
Donna Pults, Karen Rose and Barbara Williams.  We also thank all the groups 
(session, deacons, women’s association and trustees) plus all others that have 
assisted.   Anyone interested in joining this team is welcome. 

3. Usher/Greeter Teams for both the 9:00am & 11:00am services work in conjunction 
with the Deacons.  Thank you to all for your service. 

4. The Worship Team sponsored an “Invite-a-Friend Sunday” with a combined worship 
service at 10:30 a.m. on September 15.  A lunch was served following the service.  
This was well attended. 

5. The prayer ministry team met monthly.   
6. The CW planning team met on a monthly basis to plan the 11:00am services.   

Special thanks to all who give of their time and talents to the worship services for the glory 
of God.  Thanks to the chancel guild, chancel choir, Bell choir, organist, music director, 
liturgists, praise band/singers, audio-visual techs, CW planning team and anyone who 
served in any way in the 9:00am and 11:00am services. Special thanks also to those who 
assure that all the equipment for our worship services and worship space is functioning 
properly and replaced or repaired as needed. 
 
Thanks to Frank and Lisa for their support and leadership throughout the year, and to Amy 
for her help and assistance in various ways. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ann Hamel 
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John Knox Presbyterian Church 
Personnel Team Report - 2019 

 
**Elder members:  Mary V. Breece, Alicia Andrews, Ken Duggins 
**Congregation representative:  Judy Ricketts 
**Head of Staff:  Rev. Frank Mansell 
 
JANUARY:  The Personnel Team began 2019 with the challenge of finding a new Director of 
Youth Ministries.  We started the search the last few months of 2018. 
 
FEBRUARY - MARCH:  After much thought about several candidates for the position, we 
invited Rev. William Almodovar to meet with us for a second interview.  Our prayers for 
guidance were answered and we offered him the Director of Youth Ministries position.  
William willingly accepted the offer and agreed to start on March 1.  Session made it official 
by accepting our recommendation. 
 William comes to us by way of Puerto Rico where he received a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Education with a history major.  He had many opportunities to work with children and youth 
in various venues, including his church. After moving to the states, William was guided to 
apply to Christian Theological Seminary here in Indianapolis.  He earned a Masters of 
Divinity Degree.  As he followed his calling, the window opened at John Knox Presbyterian 
Church to work and guide our youth. 
 
APRIL - - -AUGUST:  The Personnel Team and Lisa Crismore [CRE] invited Rev. Almodovar 
to meet and review his experiences while working with our youth and the congregation.  He 
shared the accomplishments, successes, and concerns of his position.  He was eager to set 
some new goals for the remainder of 2019.  Lisa and the Personnel Team are very pleased 
with his progress and what he brings to the youth of our church. 
 
SEPTEMBER - - -OCTOBER:  Elder Breece continued to connect and support Jillian Flynn 
during her faith journey at CTS. Jillian plans to graduate in May of 2020.  She hopes to be 
accepted for a chaplain residency at a local hospital.   
 Regardless of her busy schedule and family obligations, Jillian has helped whenever 
needed with JKPC activities throughout this year.  She has been available to preach on a 
few Sundays,  fill in as a liturgist, and work with the youth during VBS.   
 
NOVEMBER - - -DECEMBER:  The customary end of the year staff reviews were scheduled.  
This involved a set time with each of the seven staff members of the church.  The goals for 
2019 were discussed and new ones were set for 2020. 
  
***As the year ended and the budget for 2020 was discussed, the Personnel Team would 
like to recommend an increase of salary for the staff members.  JKPC continues to be 
blessed with dedicated and caring individuals who support all of the congregation’s 
activities and needs. These same people help JKPC to be an Open. Caring. Community. 
 
       Reported by Mary V. Breece 
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Board of Deacons Annual Report 2019 
 
Reflecting on the need to be more efficient with our meeting time, the Deacons 
determined it would be best to separate our meeting time on Sundays. The Friends 
meeting is held at 10:00am to cover the “Friend to Friend Reports”. The Deacons 
reconvene at 12:15pm to conduct the business portion of the meeting. This has 
proven to benefit the needs of the entire group.  We continue to dedicate ourselves 
to the care and support of the congregation in general as well as individually. 
 
We would like to thank our special Friends who help us to keep in touch with our 
members each month.  They are:  Sharon Flannery, Jim Graves, Barbara Weetman, 
Kay Adams, and Nancy Orme.  
 
The current Board of Deacons include:   
Faustina Annan   Jairo Turcios 
Mary Carter    Marilyn Binkley 
Donna Pults    Betty Hartman 
Mariah Judy   Kelly Porten 
Daisy Tawiah   Karen Clevenger   
Craig Johnson   Matthew Dass 
 
The Board of Deacons’ mission focuses on the three areas of the church:  Open, 
Caring, Community. 
 
OPEN: 
The Deacons continued to coordinate and schedule the ushers and greeters for the 
9:00am service. This has been a struggle to get people to serve in this way. The 
Deacons have started doing special announcements on Sunday mornings to recruit 
people. Welcoming and greeting our visitors is very important need in the life of our 
church.  
 
The Welcome Bags (Pop-in Ministry) continue to be well received and have been 
organized to keep an appropriate number ready to hand to our visitors each Sunday. 
 
CARING: 
We continue to go to Westside Garden Plaza monthly to have a meal and share 
communion with our residents there.  It continues to be well received by everyone 
who participates.   
 
The Deacons sent college care cards to our students twice a year (right before their 
finals in the fall and spring). We have begun to have the congregation sign the cards 
two-three weeks prior to sending them wishing the young adults well in their 
studies. 
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We continue to work diligently to keep our “Friend to Friend” program current and 
up to date. We are working at being more intentional at reaching out to those who 
are homebound or who have lost connection to our church.  We continue to focus 
on this area as we feel this is a vital part of staying connected in our church.   
 
COMMUNITY: 
 
The Fall Fellowship Dinner was well attended.   
 
We have taken on hosting both the January and July gathering of Crazy Cards. In 
July, we offered photographs taken by our own Craig Johnson as prizes instead of 
restaurant gift cards. This was a hit! 
 
Our Fourth Annual Community Picnic was held on a sunny, windy day in August. It 
was great to share food, music and entertainment with our neighbors. We stuck 
with the simple menu. It made our neighbors feel special by continuing to serve 
their ordered food at the tables. 
 
We were able to recycle the signs for advertising this year. Pam Herman returned to 
teach people how to make the homeless mats called plarn. The snow cone machine 
continues to be very popular. Boomer, the Pacer mascot and Ron McCann, our DJ, 
were both top favorites again this year. Half Priced Books donated free books for us 
to share with our neighbors. All in all it was a fabulous day! 
 
Respectfully submitted – Lisa Crismore 
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Board of Trustees 
John Knox Presbyterian Church 

2019 Annual Report 
 

Members of the Board of Trustees for 2019 were: 
Don Baumgardner, Linda Bourne, Pat Dean, JoEllen Gagna, Pete Ricketts, and Matthew 
Whitaker. 
 
The Activities of the Board of Trustees for the Year 2019 included the following: 

- Reviewed and approved all service contracts with John Knox Church for the year. 
- Discussed thoroughly and approved/disapproved all facility use requests throughout 

the year. 
- Approved the testing of the Fire Suppression System and all Fire Extinguishers in the 

Facility in March 2019. 
- Removed snow from the sidewalks, entrances, and driveway aprons during the winter 

months as needed. 
- Approved and had all carpeted areas cleaned by Spot Free Cleaning and Restoration in 

July 2019. 
- Approved and had all bare floors stripped and waxed by Corvus Janitorial Services in 

July 2019. 
- Approved the cleaning of the kitchen range hood by Hoodz, per the Presbyterian 

Women’s request in April 2019. 
- Approved the funds to cover the entire cost of the mulch for the Landscape 

Committee.  
- In work sessions during the year, all burned out lights were replaced. All lighting inside 

and outside of the church, except the center portion of the Fellowship Hall, have been 
replaced with LED long life bulbs. 

- After obtaining 3 different estimates for the replacement of the lighting system in the 
Fellowship Hall with a complete LED lighting system, we are ready to start decision 
making for 2020.  We will be considering new carpeting for this area as it is currently 
30 years old.   

- Approved people in need of Community Service hours for various jobs around and in 
the church building. 

- Monitored and cleaned the Firestone Roof throughout the year, removing leaves and 
debris. 

- We terminated the cleaning contract with Stratus.  We signed a contract with Corvus 
Janitorial Services.  We continue to monitor this closely. 

- After water flooding in the craft room on three occasions in less than a week, we 
obtained 6 different estimates on heating the six exterior classrooms.  The 55-year-old 
underground pipes were leaking and not accessible since they were originally placed in 
the concrete.  We signed a contract with BoilerMASTERS of Pittsboro to run new water 
pipelines closer to the ceiling along the exterior walls of the classrooms to heat the 
classrooms and for ease of access.  This boiler system also heats the Sanctuary.  All 
classroom and hallway registers were cleaned during the process.  

- The ten-year-old boiler system was serviced for the first time in August 2019.  There 
was sludge found with 80% blockage in the system.  This was cleaned and per 
BoilerMASTERS recommendation we had a water softener line tied into the system in 
hopes of reducing future buildup of sludge.  Recommendation has been made to 
service the system in August 2021 or 2022, to see the effectiveness of the water 
softener tie-in.  BoilerMASTERS made one further recommendation of a neutralizer 
being added to the boiler system.  We will consider this in the future.    
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- Wharff Excavating Company of Brownsburg still has some work to do this Spring to 
fulfill the remaining portion of the contract/agreement we signed with them in 2018. 

- Approved a service agreement with B&W Heating and Cooling for the Fall, Winter, 
Spring, and Summer regarding the rooftop and Fellowship Hall HVAC units.  
Recommendation has been made to obtain a service agreement estimate from Kirby 
Heating and Cooling of Pittsboro once the B&W contract expires. 

- We are in the final stages of rekeying the entire building.  It has been 14 years since the 
doors were keyed.  A member has graciously donated the funds for this rekeying 
project to update our building security.  We will notify the Indianapolis Fire Department 
and Speedway Fire Department to update the Knox Box at that time.  

- We successfully hosted two Polling Days this year, May and November 2019. 
- The HVAC unit for the Parlor has had three additional service calls, outside of the 

service agreement.  This unit may need replacing in 2020.  Kirby Heating and Cooling 
completed two of the three service calls.  

- We have obtained estimates on installing an AED Lifesaving Machine for the main 
hallway.   

 
This is a partial list of work highlighting what the Board of Trustees for John Knox Church 
has accomplished during the year of 2019.  As the Board of Trustees, we wish to thank the 
Congregation and the Church Staff for their continued support and investments to make all 
of these accomplishments possible. Thank You. 
 
The members of the Board of Trustees for the 2020 year are: Linda Bourne, Pat Dean, 
Hayden Flynn, Pete Ricketts, Matthew Whitaker, and Jim Williams. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
JoEllen Gagna, President, 2019 
Board of Trustees, John Knox Presbyterian Church 
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2019 Landscape Team Annual Report 
 
The landscape team met in March 2019 and as needed.     
 
The landscape team cleaned up the gardens spring and fall.  In the spring, with the 
help of church members and friends, mulch was placed on the south side gardens 
areas, the east side areas to include the side and front of the viburnums, parlor and 
front of the sanctuary windows and with what mulch was left the north side areas.  
The team removed leaves on two separate occasions in the fall.   
 
The viburnums surrounding the air conditioning fence were trimmed back in early 
summer and fall.  Weeds and brush inside the air conditioning fence were removed 
and the area sprayed with weed killer.   
 
Mary Carter and Greg Hart assured that the 2 flowerpots on the south side and the 
pots on the north side were provided with seasonal flowers.   Jim and Barb Williams 
provided the Winter display in the south side pots.  Linda and Dan Bourne provided 
flowers for the peace garden. 
 
Monthly workdays that did not include the work above consisted of spraying weed 
control, garden maintenance and trimming of other shrubs as needed. 
 
Watering during the summer months was done as needed.  
 
Members of the team, on a called additional workday, cleared the fence line on the 
north side of low hanging branches and scraggly undergrowth after the power 
company cut the tops out of trees to clear the power lines. A special thanks to 
Harlan Rolfson, who with his truck, loaded, hauled the branches to the dumpster 
area and unloaded them. 
 
Thanks to everyone on the landscape team for their hard work:  Jim & Barbara 
Williams, Dan & Linda Bourne, Greg Hart, Mary Carter. Thanks to all others who 
participated in any way to keep our gardens and landscape looking great. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Ann Hamel 
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Prime Timers 
2019 Annual Report 

 
We began our time together in April with a pitch-in at the church. It was good to 
get caught up and share a meal together. 
 
Our time in May took us to the Rustic Root. This is a wonderful tearoom located in 
the heart of Beech Grove. We enjoyed their unique atmosphere and delicious 
desserts so much that we returned in the fall. 
 
Taking advantage of our Vacation Bible School visiting guests, we welcomed Isaac 
and Dani for a pitch-in. They are young college students in Mexico, and it was 
refreshing to hear about their young life in Mexico. Isaac is the son of Liz, who came 
for many years sharing her gift of teaching and her amazing love of God with us. It 
was great to have him as we will deeply miss his mother, who passed away in 2017. 
 
At the recommendation of Dawnie Barnhouse, we travelled up to Whitestown to 
enjoy the menu offerings from LA Café. This outing did not disappoint as we had a 
great time together and the food was delicious. 
 
Our gathering date in August welcomed Erin Mansell to share about her first time as 
a camp counselor at Camp Pyoca. It was very special to see how she has grown and 
matured into a bright, young woman. Frank treated us to his grilling expertise, and 
we finished the meal by pitching in side dishes and desserts. 
 
We gathered to celebrate Thanksgiving together in early November. Jim and Bonnie 
Graves continue to prepare our traditional favorites while everyone completes the 
meal with offering side dishes and desserts. 
 
December took us to the festive tearoom at Ayres located now at the Indiana State 
Museum. It is always a great way to end the year getting in the Christmas spirit and 
gathering together.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lisa Crismore 
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DEBT RETIREMENT TEAM ANNUAL REPORT 2019 
 

The Debt Retirement Team members were: Dan Bourne, Mary Carter, Pam Herman, 
Cindy Hiday, Frank Mansell, Judy Ricketts, and Barbara Williams. 
 
There were a variety of fundraising projects in 2019: 
Sold Crew Car Wash tickets 
Mission Team Cookie Sales 
Sold trash bags 
Dining events with City Barbeque, BJ’s Brewhouse, Dawson’s on Main, and Portillo’s. 
(Listed on the next page of this report are the amounts raised from each dining 
event.) 
Crazy Cards 
Paper Recycling 
Kroger Community Rewards Program 
 
The Kroger Community Rewards Program continues to be a very successful 
fundraising project and a very easy way to earn money for the church.  You raised 
$709.33 from the fourth quarter of last year through the third quarter of this year.  
Everyone who shops at Kroger’s can earn money for the church.  Instructions on 
how to sign-up for the program are available on the table by the church office.  If 
you do not have a computer or e-mail, you can still participate in the program.  
Please contact me, and I will help you sign-up.   
 
See the detailed financial report, which follows this report, to see the total amount 
raised this year from the fundraising projects and other sources.  One of the other 
sources is a rebate from the Presbyterian Investment Loan Fund (PILP).  This rebate 
was received because some of you invested in PILP. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Judy Ricketts, Chairperson 
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DINING EVENT AMOUNTS RAISED IN 2019 

 
MONTH RESTAURANT AMOUNT 
January City Barbeque $91.59 
February Dawson’s on Main $89.00 

March BJ’s Brewhouse $156.03 
April Portillo’s $66.00 
May City Barbeque $90.51 
June Dawson’s on Main $45.00 
July BJ’s Brewhouse $90.04 

August Portillo’s $76.00 
September City Barbeque $90.15 

October Dawson’s on Main $65.00 
November BJ’s Brewhouse $68.28 
December No event  

  TOTAL      $927.60 
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JOHN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
DEBT RETIREMENT 

 

Reporting Period: 1/1/2019 - 12/31/2019 
Report as of: 12/31/2019 

PLEDGED/NON PLEDGED  
$82,838 

FUNDRAISING   

Car Wash (Net) $    750 
 

Cookie Sale $ 688  
Crazy Cards $ 203  
Dine to Donate $ 1,007  
Paper Recycle $ 22  
Trash Bag Sales (Net) $ 898  
Kroger Comm Rewards $ 709  

TOTAL FUNDRAISING  
$ 4,277 

MISCELLANEOUS   

Memorials $ 5,445 
 

PILP Rebate $ 3,001  

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS  
$ 8.446 

GRAND TOTAL  $   95,561 
 
 
 
 
NOTATION:  Dine to Donate total includes dining event held in November 2018 at 
Grindstone Charley’s. 
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CHURCH OFFICER NOMINATING COMMITTTEE – 2019 
 
The Church Officer Nominating Committee (CONC) first met in September 2019 to consider 
possible names for new elders, deacons and trustees for John Knox Presbyterian Church for 
the Class of 2022 and unexpired terms in the Class of 2020. 
 
The CONC intentionally discussed people in the church who specifically matched the gifts 
needed to serve as elder, deacon, and trustee.  The CONC found this process to be 
enlivening and positive, as well as starting the process earlier in the year than in previous 
years.  The CONC still invited the congregation to share any suggestions with them for 
nominees.  As a result of this process, the CONC presented a slate of nominees to the 
congregation for election at a congregational meeting on November 24, 2019: 
  
 
Candidates for Elder, Class of 2022:  Dan Bourne, Ann Hamel, Pam Herman, Alicia Andrews 
(one-year in 2020). 
 
Candidates for Deacon, Class of 2022:  Susan Graves, Sandy Jordan. 
 
Candidates for Trustee, Class of 2022: Hayden Flynn, James Williams. 
 
Candidate for Deacon, Unexpired Term in Class of 2020: Daisy Tawiah. 
 
Candidate for Trustee, Unexpired Term in Class of 2020: Matthew Whitaker. 
 
All members were elected unanimously.   
 
There are still two openings in the Class of 2020 for Deacon, and there will be an unexpired 
term for Elder in the Class of 2022 after Alicia Andrews serves one year. 
 
The members of the Nominating Committee thank the members of John Knox for the 
opportunity to serve the church in this fulfilling work.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
John Knox Church Officer Nominating Committee 
Alicia Andrews, Diane Whitaker, Patty McKinnon, Terence Viefhaus, Carol McKeown, Sandy 
Jordan, Barbara Weetman, Mary Carter, Michelle Rethmeyer. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN THE JOHN KNOX CHURCH 
ANNUAL REPORT – 2019 

 
Presbyterian Women in the John Knox Church (PWJKC) exists to unite women in 
fellowship and spiritual nourishment by providing events, gatherings, service projects, 
mission work and coordination of food, clothing and monetary gift giving.  The 
Coordinating Team (CT) for 2019 was as follows: Linda Bourne, Mary Carter, Sharon 
Flannery, Pam Herman, Cindy Hiday, Sandy Jordan, Carol McKeown, Nancy Orme, 
Donna Pults, Beverly Ray and Susan Roberts.  Our meetings are held at 6:30pm on 
the second Wednesday of the month except for June and July.  We extend a grateful 
thanks to all currently serving and to all those who have given of their time, talents and 
gifts to serve on the CT in the past.  We also heartily thank our men, who with their 
strong backs and hands, never fail to help us with our various projects. 
 
Special Luncheons and Dinners - The PWJKC hosted the annual May Dinner on May 8th, 
2019. Just Us Guys were our chefs and provided delicious food. We were entertained 
with great music by "Two Guys With Guitars" (Jim  Crismore and Steve Purcell).  The 
annual December Dinner, held on December 15th, 2019, was well attended. We were 
entertained by the Circle City Ringers and enjoyed a great dinner catered by the 
Greene's. We all enjoyed (?) a snowy drive home. 
 
Mission - PWJKC continues to support the Kayenta Indian Reservation babies and 
toddlers with the collection of clothing and blankets.  We also coordinated with the 
Salvation Army for bell ringing at Christmastime.  Monetary gifts were given to various 
groups both locally and worldwide.  Some of these groups include;:The American Red 
Cross, Heifer Project International, JKPC Mission Support, Kayenta Presbyterian 
Church, Kemmerer Village, Meals on Wheels (Marion County), PYOCA Camp, Salvation 
Army Food Pantry, The Storehouse Food Pantry, The Julian Center, PW in Whitewater 
Valley and Seeds of Hope. 
 
JKPC Giving -The total amount given for 2019 is $9,271.81, which includes the purchase 
of two coffee urns, 3 cold drink dispensers, 4 tablecloths, 6 coffee carafes, various 
kitchen supplies, Mother’s Day carnations, special dinner expenses, memorial, 
wedding, funeral and retirement receptions along with our mission responsibilities 
mentioned previously. 
 
Dawn Hall Scholarship - No applications were received for the Dawn Hall Scholarship in 
2019. 
 
Fundraisers -The PWJKC held two fundraisers in 2019.  The Garage Sale on April 6th, 
which netted $4,779.65.  The Fall Bake Sale on Nov. 2nd, which netted $1,876.15. The 
CT did not mail their annual letter requesting donations in 2019.  The funds received 
throughout the year from fundraisers, donations from various dinners, wedding and 
funeral receptions, raffle ticket sales and individual donations from our generous 
congregation, brought our total income for the year to $10,497.80. Your willingness 
to participate in fundraisers keeps us going. Thank You! 
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Other Services - For members of John Knox Presbyterian Church, PWJKC coordinates 
wedding receptions and baby showers for first-time mothers. Our SOS committee 
continues to provide meals for church families following the funeral of a John Knox 
Church member. 
 
I have agreed to act as Moderator of the CT for a third term and I, as well as the entire 
PWCT, encourage all members of our congregation to take part in the many activities 
hosted by the Presbyterian Women at John Knox Presbyterian Church. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Beverly Ray 
PWCT Moderator 

 
 
 
 


