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“How long are we going to have to wear these masks?”  That 
wasn’t asked by a child; it was an adult on a Sunday morn-
ing after we had resumed in-person worship.  My response 
was simple: “As long as we need to.”  That simple question 
reflects a much deeper level of frustration we’re all feeling.  
How long is this going to last?  With schools struggling to 
know how to reopen safely, and coronavirus case counts ris-
ing this summer, we’re all living in an ever-heightened sense 
of uncertainty.  We are creatures of habit, who wish to plan 
for what will be happening a week, month, or year from now.  
We can’t do any of that at the moment - and it’s maddening, 
to say the least.

Back in March and April, I think a lot of us hoped we would 
be “back to normal” by now.  The hard reality we all have 
to face is that there will be no returning to normal anytime 
soon.  Until a safe, effective vaccine is developed and ready 
for widespread distribution, we are all going to be wearing 
masks, limiting our physical contact with others, and going 
through openings and closings for many more months.  This 
is hard and tiring, I know.  But it is our world right now, and 
we have to live through it as faithfully as we can.

One of the challenges about being the church during this 
uncertain time is how to stay connected to one another.  I 
know that many do not feel safe or comfortable being in 
small or large groups, even with the safety measures that 
are in place.  Phone calls, text messages, letters, and emails 
help to a degree, but they are not the same as being with 
other people.  Many of us have made that mental shift to 
appreciate alternative ways for staying connected, and I’ve 
witnessed you reaching out to others as evidence of that.  
Some of us have struggled to make that mental shift, and 
are feeling unsure as to how to live out our faith without that 
clear connection with the Body of Christ.  Still others of us 
have chosen to take a break from church entirely, feeling as 
if that’s too much to handle right now, and maybe we’ll re-
engage when all of this is over - maybe.

HOW LONG, O LORD?
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As I said earlier, normal is not returning anytime soon.  So, 
the question we have to ask ourselves as disciples of Je-
sus Christ is: “How am I called to live out my baptism in 
such a time as this?”  What are we doing to be an Open. 
Caring. Community, despite or because of these challeng-
ing circumstances we find ourselves in?  What could you do 
in your particular situation to stay connected to your faith 
community, and in so doing live out your faith as part of this 
community?  I know this is hard.  I know this is unprecedent-
ed.  I also know that God stretches our capacity to love in 
times like these - a testimony that “with God, all things are 
indeed possible.”  What are you called to do this day to live 
out your faith so that others might experience the light of 
Christ in their lives?

I also will ask you to share with us how John Knox can do 
things in new and different ways to live out its calling as an 
Open. Caring. Community.  We have tried new things - some 
have been successful, some have not!  But recognizing that 
normal is not returning soon, I would ask you, “What do you 
need from John Knox to stay connected and fed as a mem-
ber of the Body of Christ?”  Let me or other leaders know.  
We’ll keep working at this together.  But just as I am chal-
lenging you to live out your calling as a baptized disciple, we 
as a church need to be prepared to support you in fulfilling 
that calling.

This time we are living through is unprecedented, to be 
sure.  But it is also a time in which God is present with us.  
My prayer is that we will sense God’s presence in new and 
meaningful ways, so that we are stronger in our faith in the 
one Triune God.

With a full and grateful heart,
Frank   
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THANK YOU, DAWNIE!
As you will recall, at the beginning of this year, Dawnie Barn-
house announced her retirement as church organist this year 
after thirty years of service to our congregation. Dawnie 
agreed to continue to serve in this role as we searched for 
a new organist, and she will continue to be an active part of 
John Knox as a member of the congregation.  Dawnie’s last 
Sunday as organist at John Knox was July 26.

The Session is planning a celebration event for Dawnie in 
the near future - when we are all able to do so safely and in 
the fullest spirit of our deep gratitude for all she has given 
to our congregation. In preparation for that, the Session and 
Personnel Team would invite you to make a financial gift in 
her honor that we can present to her at that time. You can 
write your check to John Knox and mark it “Dawnie’s Gift.” 
Thank you for your expressions of gratitude to Dawnie for 
her gift of music to our congregation!

TIDINGS DEADLINE
Articles for the SEPTEMBER 2020 issue of the John Knox 
Tidings are due by WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19. 
The preferred way to turn in your articles is to email them 
directly to the editor:  JKPCTidings@gmail.com or place 
them in the TIDINGS mailbox in the Church Office. 

RACE WEEKEND SERVICE
SATURDAY - AUGUST 22 - 7:00PM

The Indianapolis 500 Race has been moved to Sunday, Au-
gust 23.  As a result, we are going to have worship the night 
before, on Saturday, August 22, at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary.  
The service will be livestreamed on Facebook, as well.  There 
will be no activities at church on Sunday, August 23.  Come 
and join us for this special opportunity to worship God other 
than on Sunday morning!!
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At its meeting on July 13, the Session approved unanimously 
the recommendation of the Personnel Team to hire Shayla 
Van Hal as the new organist at John Knox.  Shayla is begin-
ning the doctorate program in organ performance and lit-
erature at the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University 
this fall.  She is coming from Overland Park, Kansas, where 
she has been organist, pianist, and bell choir director at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church.  She is a graduate of Luther College 
and has two masters degrees from the University of Kansas.  
She also comes with over ten years of experience in church 
music ministry.  Her first Sunday with us at John Knox will be 
August 9.  We are very excited to welcome her as a part of 
our congregation and its music ministry!  Here is some more 
information that Shayla shares about herself:

WELCOME SHAYLA VAN HAL!

Shayla Van Hal is a native of New Sharon, Iowa.  Growing up 
in a small farming community around several musical rela-
tives, she has had a lifelong passion for music, starting to im-
provise on her grandma’s piano at the age of four.  She took 
piano lessons all through grade school, high school, and a 
portion of college, starting organ lessons with her cousin, 
Kris De Wild, at the age of 16.  Her first work as an organ-
ist began at her home church of Peoria Christian Reformed 
Church, exactly 65 years after her great-aunt Iris Vander 
Wal had started playing organ at the church.  She attended 
Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, receiving a bachelor’s de-
gree in music, focusing on organ and church music.  She and 
her husband, Adam, married after she finished undergrad 
and moved to Lawrence, Kansas, so they could both pursue 
graduate studies, Shayla in church music and music theory, 
Adam in computer science.  They have recently moved to 
Bloomington so Shayla could pursue a doctorate in organ 
at IU and Adam could start his work in the computer net-
working field.  When they aren’t busy with work and stud-
ies, Shayla and Adam enjoy cooking, watching episodes of 
Doctor Who, and dreaming about the cats they’ll eventually 
adopt!
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SUNDAY - AUGUST 2

FOOD ON THE FIRST: Food items (non-perishable) are col-
lected on the first Sunday of the month and then taken to 
The Storehouse Food Pantry.  Bring your items on Sunday, 
August 2, or during office hours the week before.

SUNDAY - AUGUST 9

COMMUNION: Sunday, August 9, the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion will be celebrated at both worship services.  
Plan to be in church on that day to share this meal with the 
people of God.

YOUTH SUNDAY - AUGUST 2
Mark your calendars!  On Sunday, August 2, we will be cel-
ebrating Youth Sunday.  As we have done in the past, the 
JKPC Youth will be leading both worship services at 9am 
and 11am.  The services will include reflections from our 
graduating seniors, special music, and other parts led by the 
youth - either in-person or through video.  Both services will 
be livestreamed on Facebook.  Please join us for worship on 
August 2 as we joyfully give thanks and praise for another 
incredible time together this summer.

With the ongoing uncertainty of the coronavirus pandem-
ic, we have decided to postpone the All Church Retreat at 
Pyoca until 2021.  John Franke has agreed to be our retreat 
speaker next year, and we have been in touch with Pyoca to 
reserve a weekend at a similar time in 2021.  We’re sorry we 
won’t be able to get together in this fun way this year, but 
we feel it is best for the safety of all.  

PYOCA ALL CHURCH RETREAT
POSTPONED
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MARGARET WILSON SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

Maddie Andrews, Courtney Merrill, Mariah Judy, Amber 
Judy and Wendall Almodovar are this year’s recipients of 
the Margaret Wilson Scholarship, each receiving $750. They 
will be recognized in worship on August 9 at both services. 
This scholarship has helped 29 students through the years 
by financially supporting them with a total of $47,500. We 
are deeply grateful to all who continue to support these 
young people’s dreams of furthering their education!

YOUTH UPDATE
Blessings to all, hoping everyone is able to keep themselves 
and their families healthy and secure through this process 
we are living in our world today.  We want to say thank you 
to those who had opened their hearts, houses and particu-
larly their yards for us to do some local mission this summer.  
This has been a group effort in honoring our tradition of do-
ing a Youth Mission Trip during the summer time.  Thank you 
again parents and youth for saying yes, and trusting us with 
the health and care of your young ones.

At this time we will not be able to take more requests for 
yard work, since school is about to start and the requests 
will move us beyond the summer.

We will be celebrating our Youth Sunday on August 2nd at 
both services that day.  Please be with us either in person, 
online or watch the video later, it will be a blessing sharing 
each others’ gifts together that day.

Bendiciones, 
Pastor Willy
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NEW BEGINNINGS UPDATE

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE: The New Beginnings pantry is 
still open. However, we will be making a change. August 1st 
the New Beginnings pantry will begin giving gift cards from 
Kroger instead of directly providing food and supplies here 
inside the church. Making this change will keep JKPC staff 
safe while continuing to meet the needs of our community. 
This month we were given the opportunity to provide as-
sistance to 3 families. They were able to get food, gift cards, 
hygiene products, and paper goods. I know that each fam-
ily looking to find assistance at John Knox is given relief 
through your support, and is grateful for the help. Please 
take a moment and prayerfully consider donating a gift card 
to the New Beginnings pantry. It would mean so much to 
someone struggling in our community.
       ~ Amy Willis

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

9 a.m. 
Worship

11 a.m.
Worship

Online
Households

July 5 34 21 55

July 12 34 23 63

July 19 40 19 63

July 26 47 26 55

BACKPACK ATTACK THANK YOU!

Since we weren’t able to collect actual supplies this year 
for Backpack Attack, we asked you to make a financial con-
tribution to this important organization in our community.  
Thank you for donating over $600 to this vital effort to pro-
vide school supplies for children in our community!
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
 

Kimberlee Larrick Aug 21
Vicki Breece  Aug 23
Arthur Wells  Aug 24
Bev Ray  Aug 25
Jim Rethmeyer Aug 27
Susan Johnson Aug 28
Dakota Gagna Aug 31
Bonnie Graves Aug 31

Lucas Avila  Aug 1
Ruth Ann Hogsett Aug 2
Dawnie Barnhouse Aug 5
Alicia Andrews Aug 16
Faustina Tawiah Aug 19
Anne Charboneau Aug 20
Judi Wistendahl Aug 20
Sarah Damone Aug 21

TRASH BAG SALES:  We will let you know the next time we 
will be selling trash bags at church!  They are $13 per roll 
and are available in 3 sizes.   If you should need trash bags, 
contact the church office on weekdays during office hours.  
Since the church is no longer in debt, the proceeds from 
sales will go to a yet to be determined fund.  Thanks for your 
support!

DINING EVENT REPORT -  You raised $105.29 at City Bar-
beque in February.  Thanks for your support!

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM:  You raised 
$143.66 for the second quarter of 2020 by shopping at 
Kroger’s.  This is such an easy way to raise money for the 
church.  All you need is a Kroger Plus card.  They can be 
obtained free by going to the customer service desk at any 
Kroger store in Central Indiana.  Instructions on how to sign-
up are on the table under the bulletin board by the Church 
Office or you can call Judy Ricketts at 317-272-2533.  She 
will help you to sign-up.  Since we no longer have a debt 
retirement fund the money raised will go to a yet to be de-
termined fund.

RECYCLING PROCEEDS:  METAL: $358.17

FUNDRAISING
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We are normally gearing up for the new church school year 
in August, with Teacher Training for the children’s classes 
and the Christian Education Kick-Off.  However, all of this has 
been delayed due to Covid-19 and the church being cautious 
as we slowly reopen.  The Education Team has tentatively 
set September 13 for the Teacher Training and September 
20 for the CE Kick-off.  We will continue to monitor this as 
we seek guidance from the State Health Department as well 
as the needs and concerns for our congregation.

FALL CHURCH SCHOOL DELAYED

CRIB ROOM UPDATE
The Crib Room will continue to be closed and will follow the 
reopening schedule of the Christian Education classes.  For 
the convenience of the parents, we have moved the chang-
ing table to the handicap bathroom located near the north 
entrance.

ICE CREAM / POPSICLE DRIVE THRU
The Deacons are still sorting out the details for this event.  It 
will be scheduled for some time in October.  More informa-
tion will be coming soon.

CONTINUED OFFICE HOURS
We will continue with the same office hours for the foresee-
able future: Monday-Thursday, 12:30-4:00pm; Friday, 9am-
12pm.  The church phone will be answered remotely from 
8:00am-12pm, Monday through Thursday.  These hours help 
us reduce the number of people who the staff are in contact 
with during the week, while still allowing us to serve you 
fully.  Thank you for your understanding and flexibility dur-
ing this uncertain time.
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Throughout this challenging time, many people in our com-
munity have struggled with food insecurity due to loss of 
jobs and benefits. One of the most direct ways we have 
sought to help our neighbors in need has been through The 
Storehouse Food Pantry located at the old St. John’s Epis-
copal Church building, just three blocks east of John Knox. 
This food pantry has truly been a community effort, as vol-
unteers from Speedway-area churches stock and distribute 
the food twice-a-month, and The Storehouse is also sup-
ported financially by all of these churches.

At the height of the pandemic in March and April, The Store-
house saw a doubling and even tripling of its average cli-
ents. Because of the generosity and commitment of you 
and so many others in our community, no one went home 
empty-handed. Now, The Storehouse is not at those same 
peak levels of clients, but they are still serving many more 
than before the pandemic. At its distribution on July 11, they 
served 140 families, which represented 622 individuals. At 
the height of the pandemic, they were serving over 1,000 
individuals in one distribution.

As you can see, there continues to be a great need in our 
community for food and basic supplies. To date, John Knox 
has contributed $11,500 this year to The Storehouse’s efforts 
to feed the hungry, as well as countless items of food that 
you have brought. You may always make a financial dona-
tion to The Storehouse - write your check to John Knox and 
mark it “The Storehouse.” You can also bring food items to 
John Knox at all times, and Dan and Linda Bourne are con-
sistently collecting those donations and taking them to The 
Storehouse for the distributions on the second Saturdays 
and fourth Wednesdays of every month. Thank you for your 
continued support of this vital ministry in our community!

SUPPORTING THE STOREHOUSE
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