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Tidings is published monthly by John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
3000 N. High School Rd, Indianapolis, IN 46224 
Pastor: Rev. Frank Mansell, jkpcpastor@comcast.net; 
Phone: 317-291-0308, johnknox.org
Editor: Linda Bourne   JKPCTidings@gmail.com; 
Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space. 

HOLY WEEK AT JOHN KNOX

PALM SUNDAY - APRIL 14
Worship Services at 9am and 11am 

Church School at 10am

Celebration of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  We will also 
dedicate the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.

MAUNDY THURSDAY - APRIL 18
Worship Service at 7pm in the Sanctuary

This year, we will worship alongside our sisters and broth-
ers from St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church.  The service will be 
at John Knox at 7pm, and will include music from a com-
bined choir, scripture, message, the act of footwashing, and 
communion.  Our denominations share a joint understand-
ing of the Lord’s Supper, and this will be a wonderful way to 
embody our identity as Christ’s Church.  We hope you can 
come and share in this special joint service as we remember 
Christ’s final meal with his disciples. 

GOOD FRIDAY - APRIL 19
Speedway Community Worship Service at 12 noon at

  Speedway Christian Chuch (5110 West 14th St., Speedway)

This annual community service will be led by ministers and 
lay leaders from Speedway/Westside area churches, and 
the offering collected will support the community ministries 
of the Speedway/Westside Ministerial Association.

EASTER SUNDAY - APRIL 21
Worship Services at 9am and 11am

Church School at 10am

Celebration of Christ’s resurrection, including special music 
at both worship services.
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EASTER FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, APRIL 20 - 9-11 AM

Please bring your family and friends for a morning of fun, 
food and fellowship.  We will have breakfast, games, door 
prizes, crafts and interactive Holy Week story telling.  There 
will be a “Journey through Holy Week,” which will offer 
hands-on stations to give the children a better understand-
ing of the passion of Christ during his last week on earth, 
and of course the celebration of his resurrection. 

As we strive to share the Good News of the Gospel with 
our neighbors and our own children, we will need people to 
help with this endeavor.  Please consider spending an hour 
or two to help make this event a success.  If you need more 
information, please see Lisa Crismore. 

A HUGE THANKS to all the people who donate candy and 
give of their time to offer hospitality to our neighbors in 
Christ.  You are such a blessing to John Knox!

  

EASTER FLOWERS

The Chancel Guild is now taking orders for Easter flowers.  
We will have lilies once again, but we are also going to try 
and obtain daffodils and/or tulips, if they are available.  The 
cost is $10.00 per plant, and orders need to be submitted 
by April 14.  Please submit payment at the time of your or-
der and mark “Easter Flowers” on your envelope or check. 

NAME: ___________________________________________

# of FLOWERS: ___________________________________

IN HONOR OF: ____________________________________

IN MEMORY OF: ___________________________________

I would like my order to be for:  
____  Lilies ____ Daffodils ____ Tulips ____ Doesn’t matter
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REFLECTIONS ON CREDO

As I have shared in worship throughout the month of March, 
I was truly blessed to have experienced the CREDO Confer-
ence February 26-March 4.  Sponsored by the Board of Pen-
sions of the PC(USA), it brought together 24 pastors from 
across the country to rest, renew, reflect, and formulate anew 
God’s call on our lives.  Let me share with you some reflec-
tions and learnings which came out of this time at Ferncliff 
Camp, Conference, and Retreat Center in Arkansas:
•	 This felt like a mini-sabbatical for me personally.  It was 

very helpful to disconnect from the daily routines of 
work, family, etc., and spend intentional time in reflec-
tion and renewal.  Just like during sabbatical, I felt this 
time helped me be more focused and rejuvenated as I 
have resumed my ministry with you in these weeks that 
have followed.

•	 The first-half of the week was spent in classes, plenaries, 
and small group discussions reflecting on various areas 
of our well-being, including our spiritual practices, our 
physical and emotional health, our financial well-being, 
and our vocational calling.  It was a lot of material in a 
short amount of time!  But it helped to have colleagues 
and the faculty to process the information we received.

•	 The second-half of the week was more tailored for us to 
individually consider what God is calling us to do and be, 
which resulted in us writing our own Rules of Life.  A Rule 
of Life is a plan by which we can implement the learnings 
we’ve had from the CREDO experience.  In a closing wor-
ship service, we then shared these with our colleagues.  
It was a powerful and meaningful experience which has 
given me tangible ways to live into God’s mission for my 
life.

•	 It was wonderful to form new friendships with women 
and men through this shared experience.  Just as I ex-
perienced through the Wabash Pastoral Leadership Pro-
gram, I can tell these relationships will be formative for 
me for years to come.  And through the means of social 
media, it will be easier for us to stay connected despite 
the great distance that exists between all of us.
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So, what did I learn?  I learned a number of things, but most 
importantly I heard once again the personal affirmation that 
I am a beloved child of God, created in God’s image.  Be-
cause I am God’s beloved child, I am called to live out to my 
fullest the mission God has set before me in my life.  Having 
just celebrated my twentieth anniversary of my ordination, 
I recognize that I am literally midway through my career.  I 
can look back and see where God has been present in my 
life of faith, and through that reflection I can trust that God 
will be present in my future vocation and life of faith.

Reclaiming that knowledge of God’s claim on my life, I wish 
to become more healthy as God’s beloved child, so that I 
might fulfill God’s mission in life to my fullest potential.  That 
means doing everything I can to improve my physical, emo-
tional, and mental health, which will allow me to be fully 
present as a husband, a father, a pastor, and a friend.  Since 
coming back, I have been motivated to eat healthier, to ex-
ercise more regularly, and to take a more active part in my 
own self-care.  I believe the new routines I established after 
sabbatical have been very helpful, such as taking a regular 
sabbath day and being removed from work on those days.  
But now I need to take the next steps of self-care through-
out the week, not just on my sabbath.

In a sense, it feels like I am shaking off the cobwebs of what 
had become comfortable and routine, and seeking to dis-
cover again the newness of life which God has set before 
me.  That image also resonates with me in this season of 
Easter.  We can all become constrained by the forces which 
seem to offer little life or hope, and we can succumb through 
unhealthy practices or behaviors.  Easter is God’s promise to 
us that death and hopelessness are not the end of the story.  
The empty tomb gives us reassurance that God is with us - 
even when life seems darkest - and we are called to respond 
in joy and gratitude.

I am grateful for the gift I was given in CREDO.  I hope to 
continue to live my life as a grateful response to that gift as 
one of God’s beloved children.

With a full and grateful heart,
Frank
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SUNDAY - APRIL 7

The Prime Timers will gather this month on Tuesday, April 9, 
at 12 noon at the church.  We will have a pitch-in luncheon, 
so please bring a dish to share.  Since we have not gathered 
all winter, we will have fellowship and talk about plans for 
the year for our program.  Mark your calendars and know 
that all are welcome.  Please bring your friends!

PRIME TIMERS
TUESDAY - APRIL 9

JKPC DINES TOGETHER
We will gather at noon on Monday, April 22, for lunch with 
our members at Westside Garden Plaza.  

Come for a meal, communion and fellowship with our mem-
bers.  Please RSVP to the Church Office (317-291-0308).

TIDINGS DEADLINE
Articles for the MAY 2019 issue of the John Knox Tidings are 
due by WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17. 
The preferred way to turn in your articles is to email them di-
rectly to the editor:  JKPCTidings@gmail.com or place them 
in the TIDINGS mailbox in the church office. 

COMMUNION: Sunday, April 7, the Sacrament of Holy Com-
munion will be celebrated.  Plan to be in church on that day 
to share this meal with the people of God.

FOOD ON THE FIRST: Food items (non-perishable) are col-
lected on the first Sunday of the month and then taken to 
The Storehouse Food Pantry.  Bring your items on Sunday, 
April 7, or during office hours the week before.
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IT’S ALMOST HERE!
PW’s GARAGE SALE - APRIL 6

It takes lots of donations and lots of help to make this a suc-
cess.  How can you help???  

1) Bring your no-longer used/no longer worn/no longer 
wanted items to the church beginning Monday, April 1st.  Re-
member….ONE MAN’S TRASH IS ANOTHER MAN’S TREA-
SURE!!!!  PW volunteers will be at the church Wed., Thurs., 
and Fri. (April 3rd, 4th, and 5th) from 8:30 – 4:00+ to accept 
your donations and get everything set up and priced for the 
sale on Saturday.  (Please remember that we cannot accept 
T.V.s, computers, large entertainment centers, or large exer-
cise equipment.) If you would like a receipt for your dona-
tion, just let us know!  We would be happy to provide you 
with one!

2) Volunteer to help with the set-up and pricing on those 
three days and /or the day of the sale on Saturday…or just 
come to help us box up the leftovers at 2:00 on Saturday!  
The sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board outside 
the church office. (We feed our volunteers!)

3) Speaking of feeding volunteers….we would welcome do-
nations of 2 liter bottles of soda, chips, veggies, and sweets 
– please see the other sign-up sheet!

4) If you have large items to donate and no way to get them 
to church, please contact Sandy Jordan (317-446-3860).  
Also, if you’re able bodied and have a truck or suitable ve-
hicle for moving large items, please contact Sandy.

5)  If you’re helping the day of the sale, be sure to wear your 
John Knox t-shirt with the church logo and tagline to iden-
tify yourself as a member of this church and as someone 
who can help!



8

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER
APRIL 28 FROM 5-7 PM

On Sunday, April 28 from 5-7pm, the JKPC Youth will bring 
back by popular demand the “John Knox Lip Sync Battle!” 
For those who attended and participated last year, this was 
the most entertaining, most enjoyable, and most exciting 
event you could possibly attend as promised by our youth! 
For those of you who didn’t attend or participate, a Lip Sync 
Battle is a musical “battle” between two individuals who will 
be lip-syncing a song of choice. It is a great night of fun 
and many of the JKPC Youth will be offering performances.  
And, you never know who are “special guests” will be! 

Tickets are $10. Dinner will be provided. This fundraiser 
will take the place of the April SET.  Please come and enjoy 
this evening of fun and fellowship as the JKPC Youth raise 
funds for their summer mission trip to New Albany, Indiana, 
to work with Habitat for Humanity the last week of June.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Mike Larrick
mike.larrick@gmail.com

The landscape crew will be mulching the church gardens 
on Saturday, April 13, starting at 9am.  We would appreci-
ate any help anyone is able to provide with this project.  If 
you are interested and able to assist us, please sign up on 
the bulletin board outside the church office.  Please bring 
gloves, garden rakes, shovel and wheelbarrow if you have 
one on Saturday.  In case of rain, we have Saturday, April 20 
at 1 pm as an alternate date.  Thank you for any help you can 
provide!

LANDSCAPE WORKDAY
SATURDAY - APRIL 13

Judy Klencke
317-209-2335
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WELCOME WILLIAM ALMODOVAR - OUR NEW DIR. OF YOUTH MINITRIES

William Almodovar was born and raised in Rio Piedras, 
Puerto Rico.  He was a member of the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) in Villa Las Lomas, until his family moved to 
Florida, where they joined First Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) in Kissimmee.  William earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in secondary education with a major in history from 
the University of Puerto Rico, and his Master of Divinity at 
Christian Theological Seminary.  He did his Student Pastor 
ministry at Nueva Creación, alongside Pastor Fernando Ro-
dríguez and Kecelyn Santiago.  William served as Pastor at 
Casa del Alfarero, a Disciples congregation, for 6 years.  He 
also served an interim position as part-time National His-
panic Pastor, as the Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Min-
istries searched for their new full-time Pastor.  Since January 
2018, he has been serving with West Street Christian Church 
for their Wednesday night children’s program.  William is 
married to Milly Semprit and they have 3 sons, William Ja-
vier, Wilhem and Wendell.  William and Milly are expecting 
their first grandchild in October!  Here is their contact info:

 2602 Baneberry Lane, Apt. 812
 Indianapolis, IN, 46268
 (317)-603-2135; pastorwalmodovar@gmail.com

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

9am Worship C o m b i n e d 
Worship

11 a.m. Worship

Feb. 24 61 31

Mar. 3 70 31

Mar. 10 78 36

Mar. 17 62 32

Mar. 24 62 30
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LENTEN BIBLE STUDY
We will continue our Lenten Bible Study on Tuesdays at 
10:30am, in the parlor.  This is an opportunity to look more 
closely at the texts for the following Sunday’s worship.  In 
April, we will meet on April 9 & 16 - we will NOT MEET on 
April 2.  All are welcome - no Bible expertise is required!  We 
look forward to seeing you on Tuesdays during Lent as we 
explore God’s Word together.

LENTEN BOOK STUDY
Lisa Crismore will lead a Lenten Book Discussion on Sharon 
Garlough Brown’s book “An Extra Mile: A Story of Embrac-
ing God’s Call.” This 5-week-long discussion will be held on 
April 10 & 17 from 6:30-8:30pm. All are welcome to attend. 
In the last installment of the Sensible Shoes series, we are 
invited to travel with these beloved friends as they endure 
trials that test their trust and willingness to walk an extra 
mile. Please sign up on the bulletin board, if you plan on at-
tending and/or need to order a book. The cost of the book 
is $13, including tax. If you have other questions, please see 
Lisa Crismore (jkpcce@comcast.net; 317-291-0308).

FAITH CONVERSATIONS
SUNDAY - APRIL 14

We continue to enjoy gathering once a month after the 11am 
service, and we’d love for you to join us this month!  If you 
attend the 11am service, you’re invited to join us in the parlor 
after worship for a simple lunch and conversations on faith.  
This month, we will meet on Sunday, April 14.  We delved 
deeper into the scripture and message from worship, and 
how we are called to live out our faith as disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  If you have any questions, feel free to talk to Ann 
Hamel or Frank Mansell.  We look forward to seeing you as 
we share in meaningful conversation together!
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NEW BEGINNINGS UPDATE
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE: Spring has sprung!  Our com-
munity is making use of our pantry!  Requests this month in-
cluded the need for food, clothing, blankets, diapers, coats, 
rent, and gas.  We were able to help 10 families with food, 
blankets, diapers and a coat.  We also provided referrals to 
agencies that could offer further assistance.  Thank you for 
your continued support of the JKPC “New Beginnings” min-
istry!      ~ Amy Willis

COMMUNITY PICNIC PLANNING 
BEGINS - APRIL 30 - 6:30PM

The picnic is scheduled for Saturday, August 24.  It will be 
here before you know it!  If you would like to help with the 
planning of this event, please plan to attend our first meeting 
on April 30 at 6:30pm.  There will be 4-5 meetings.  Please 
see Lisa if you can’t make the first meeting but would like to 
help.  Thank you!

Brand new and gently used baby and toddler clothes, blan-
kets, toys, etc will be collected by Presbyterian Women’s 
Coordinating Team to send to Kayenta Village during April.  
Bring your donations to the church and place them in the 
marked boxes in the hallway.

KAYENTA BABY SHOWER

WELCOME NEW LIFE!
Congratulations to the following families, who welcomed 
new babies into their lives in March!

Tom and Abbie Markey welcomed a baby boy - Easton Al-
exander Markey - on March 9.  

Jillian and Hayden Flynn welcomed a baby boy - Jeffrey 
Thomas Flynn - on March 23.
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DINING EVENT - PORTILLO’S
TUESDAY - APRIL 23

Our next dining event will be at Portillo’s in Avon.  Portillo’s 
is located at 10444 East U.S. Highway 36 close to the north-
west corner of East U.S. Highway 36 and Ronald Reagan 
Parkway.  The date of the event is Tuesday April 23 from 
10:30am–10:30pm.  Portillo’s will donate 20% of sales to the 
church Debt Retirement Fund.  Dine-in, carry-out, and drive-
thru orders are included.  If dining in the restaurant or car-
rying out, you go through a line to order and pay for your 
food.  In order for the church to receive the donation, you 
must have a flyer, show the flyer on your phone, or tell the 
cashier you are from John Knox Presbyterian Church.  Fly-
ers are available on the table under the bulletin board by 
the church office and on the church website on the homep-
age under service projects.  If ordering at the drive-thru, 
you must inform the first order taker you are from John 
Knox, give them the flyer, or show the flyer on your phone 
for the purchase to count.  Online, delivery, catering orders, 
and purchase of gift cards are not included.  Also, be sure 
to check that FUNDRAISER is printed on your receipt.  If it 
is not, see a manager before you leave the restaurant, and 
they can adjust the order.  We must bring in a sales mini-
mum of $200 in order to receive a donation check.  You 
may not distribute flyers on the restaurant property inside 
or outside, including the parking lot.  Doing so will result in 
cancelation of the event.  Please support this event so we 
have $200 in sales.  Thanks for your support!

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Kelly Gillespie            April 5
Paula Gillespie   April 5
Paula Lamey    April 9
Joan Stern    April 9
Judy Klencke   April 10
Kit Swigart     April 12
James Clifton   April 13
Betty Hartman   April 14

 Pat Dean       April 17
Mary Harmeson           April 17
Susan Roberts     April 17
Rob Wistendahl          April 18
Colson Wells               April 22
Emily Viefhaus    April 25
Shazia Baker                April 29
Tracy Wells     April 30
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METAL RECYCLING:  $228.78    PAPER RECYCLING:  $4.90

TRASH BAG SALES:  Trash bags will be sold on April 28 
between services.  They are $13 per roll and are available 
in 3 sizes.   If you should need trash bags before the date 
of sales, see Dick Herman or Judy Ricketts on Sunday, or 
they may be purchased in the church office during the week 
during office hours.  Proceeds from sales go to Debt Retire-
ment.  Thanks for your support!

DINING EVENT REPORT:  You raised $89.00 at Dawson’s in  
February.  Thanks for your support!

DEBT RETIREMENT FUNDRAISING

SAVE THE DATE

MAY 5 - SPRING COOKIE SALE - Proceeds benefit the Debt 
Retirement Fund.

MAY 8 - PW MAY BANQUET - See page 15 for details.

MAY 25 - RACE WEEKEND WORSHIP - We will gather for a 
pitch-in supper and informal worship on Saturday evening.

JUNE 2 - GRADUATE RECOGNITION - We will celebrate 
those in our church who are graduating this spring.

JUNE 9 - PENTECOST SUNDAY - Celebrate the coming of 
the Holy Spirit in worship.

JUNE 17-21 - VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - See page 15 for 
more information.

JUNE 23 - VBS CELEBRATION WORSHIP with Iglesia Her-
mandad Cristiana.

JULY 28 - WORSHIP IN THE PARK - We will worship and 
have a picnic afterwards in Meadowood Park.
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DONATIONS FOR PYOCA
SCHOLARSHIPS

Each year, the Mission Team supports our Pyoca campers 
by helping them fund the cost of attending Camp Pyoca 
through our portion of the Pentecost Offering.  We also 
would appreciate any additional financial donations you 
may be willing to make to help those in our congregation 
send their chldren to camp.  If you are able to assist in that 
way, please make out your check to JKPC and mark your 
donation “Pyoca Camp Scholarships” and turn them in by 
Sunday, June 9.  Thank you for your support!

APPLICATIONS FOR 
PYOCA SCHOLARSHIPS

Pyoca summer camp scholarships are once again being of-
fered to all children and youth who complete an application.  
Applications are available in an envelope on the Mission Bul-
letin Board, right outside the kitchen.  The application in-
cludes a message to parents and directions on where com-
pleted forms are be returned.  The deadline for submitting 
applications is Sunday, June 9.  Please contact Frank Man-
sell (317-291-0308 or  jkpcpastor@comcast.net) if you have 
any questions or need further information.

SUMMER CAMP AT PYOCA!

Summer will be here before you know it - what better way 
to spend a week of summer than at camp!  Pyoca Camp and 
Retreat Center has a wonderful offering of programs this 
summer for children and youth - everywhere from 3-days to 
a full week.  You can learn more about what is offered this 
summer, and register online, at Pyoca’s website: www.pyo-
ca.org.  Any questions?  Feel free to talk to Frank Mansell or 
any of our youth who have attended in the past.  It’s a great 
opportunity - don’t miss out!
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The Presbyterian Women will be hosting their annual May 
Banquet on Wednesday, May 8, at 6:00pm in the Fellowship 
Hall.  
The meal will be prepared by the men of John Knox again 
this year.  The menu will feature amazing grilled pork ten-
derloin, along with vegetables, salad and dessert.  
After the meal we will be enjoying an evening of entertain-
ment. The program will begin around 7:00pm.
A free-will offering will be taken up at the time of the meal.  
Please consider a donation of $10.00 per adult to help off-
set the cost of the evening.
Please mark your calendar now to save the date.  Watch the 
church bulletin for further details. A sign-up sheet will be 
located outside the Church office closer to the date. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S
 MAY BANQUET - MAY 8

JUST US GUYS
Once again the JKPW would like Just Us Guys to cater the 
meal for the May Dinner on Tuesday, May 8.  This is our op-
portunity to give back to the women who do so much for 
John Knox.  If you are interested, there will be a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board later is April. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 17 - 21

We will be gathering for Vacation Bible School in 2½ months. 
Our theme this year is “Rolling River Rampage – Experience 
the Ride of a Lifetime with God.”  The adults, youth and chil-
dren will be tie dying their shirts this year.  So, please sign-
up for your t-shirt by April 21, if you are an adult or youth 
planning to teach or help this year.  There will be an informa-
tional meeting on May 13 at 7pm, when we will prepare the 
shirts.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, your shirt 
will be tie dyed for you.  If you have any questions, please 
see Lisa Crismore.
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