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Lisa Crismore, Commissioned Ruling Elder

Come discover how you
can get involved and serve at John Knox!

INSIDE THIS MONTH’S ISSUE:

•	 Souper Bowl Sunday - Feb. 2 
•	 Faith Conversations - Feb. 9  
•	 Dining Event at City Barbeque - Feb. 11
•	 Camp Sunday - Feb. 23
•	 Ash Wednesday Pancake Supper and 

Worship - Feb. 26
•	 Crew Car Wash Tickets on Sale
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A HISTORIC DAY

It’s not very often that I get to use a title like that for my ar-
ticle.  But I can’t think of a better way to describe what took 
place on January 26, 2020.  At the annual congregational 
meeting that day, the Session announced to the congrega-
tion that we were in a position to pay off the balance of our 
loan with Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program.  And 
on that day, our treasurer, Troy Judy, wrote one last check in 
the amount of $307,696.91 to PILP - and for the first time in 
our church’s 58 years of ministry, we were debt free!

How did this come about?  A combination of factors led 
us to this incredible position and opportunity.  First of all, 
over these nine-and-a-half years, we have made a commit-
ment to pay extra on the principal of the $1,225,000 loan.  
We paid additional amounts with each monthly mortgage 
payment, and every year since 2011, we paid anywhere be-
tween $25,000-$100,000 additionally on the loan.  We nev-
er missed a mortgage payment, and we never had to ask 
PILP to delay a payment.  In other words, through the firm, 
consistent commitment of so many through the years, we 
had reduced the loan balance to the amount you see above 
- in less than half the term of the original loan.

Second, a member of the church came to us in November, 
asking about the balance of our debt.  This individual was 
moved by our commitment to pay it down as we had done, 
and did not want to see John Knox fail or be burdened be-
cause of our debt.  This member issued a challenge gift, 
pledging a significant amount of the balance of the loan, if 
we could raise the remainder.  The Finance Team was blown 
away, to say the least!  As we had done with previous capital 
campaigns, we shared with some specific individuals and 
households in the church this challenge gift, and asked if 
they would be able to contribute towards this effort.  Their 
gifts, in combination with using approximately half of what 
we had remaining in the Debt Retirement Fund, brought us 
to the historic day of January 26, and our ability to pay off 
the debt.
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With this exciting news comes some other questions that 
will surely arise.  Here are some initial responses to ques-
tions you might have:
•	 Debt Retirement Pledges for 2020 - The Session recog-

nizes that over 30 people have already made pledges to 
Debt Retirement for this year.  What we would respect-
fully ask is that you continue to give all or part of what 
you had pledged.  You can either combine that with your 
annual pledge for 2020, or give it to a new fund which 
will be established to help with extra-budgetary needs 
at John Knox.  What we would ask is that you talk to me 
or Cindy HIday in the coming weeks to let us know what 
your preference is for your Debt Retirement Pledge.

•	 Fundraisers - Obviously, we already have some fundrais-
ers planned for Debt Retirement this month (car wash 
tickets, dining events, trash bag sales).  We will continue 
with these as planned, and then the team that has over-
seen these fundraisers will be meeting in February to 
talk about what we might do moving forward (continue 
to do them, how to direct the funds to specific needs at 
JKPC, etc.).

•	 PILP Investors - If you have been investing with PILP on 
behalf of JKPC, know that you will be receiving informa-
tion from PILP about how you would like your invest-
ments to be applied in the future, since JKPC no longer 
has a loan with them.

Finally, save Sunday, March 15, on your calendar - that will 
be a day when we have a special combined worship service 
to burn the mortgage!  Look for more details in next month’s 
Tidings.  We will have much more to share in the weeks to 
come.  For now, on behalf of the Session, I simply say thanks 
be to God - you are an incredible Open. Caring. Community!

With a full and grateful heart,
Frank
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Dear Members and Friends of 
John Knox Presbyterian Church:
 
After careful and prayerful consideration, I have decided the 
time to retire as organist has come.
 
I have been honored to serve John Knox for over thirty years.  
Thank you for the wonderful opportunity to lead our wor-
ship through the healing power of music.  I would also like 
to convey my heartfelt gratitude to all who have supported 
me and my family over the decades, through the joys and 
challenges of our shared lives.
 
Since 1984, John Knox has been my home away from home; 
I plan to remain a faithful member of our church and, for the 
next few years, continue to serve as a Deacon.  I will contin-
ue to serve while the search for my successor is being con-
ducted by the Personnel Team and Session.  I know there 
will be talented candidates available who will be excited to 
join the ministry of our welcoming church community.
 
Sincerely, 
Dawnie J. Barnhouse

We are deeply grateful for Dawnie’s many years of service as 
our church organist, and we look forward to a time later this 
year when we can invite everyone to celebrate her as she 
goes through this transition!

A LETTER FROM
DAWNIE BARNHOUSE

TIDINGS DEADLINE
Articles for the MARCH 2020 issue of the John Knox Tidings 
are due by FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14. 
The preferred way to turn in your articles is to email them 
directly to the editor: jkpctidings@gmail.com or place them 
in the TIDINGS mailbox in the church office. 
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As we have done in the past few years, the JKPC Youth 
will be in charge of the 2020 Souper Bowl of Caring.  As 
always, we will be collecting both monetary donations and/
or food items.  All donations will be given to The Store-
house Food Pantry.

It is our hope that EVERY member attending worship on 
Sunday, February 2 (aka Super Bowl Sunday) will bring at 
least $1 and/or one food item!  Thank you for your sup-
port!

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
FEBRUARY 2

COMMUNION: Sunday, February 2, the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion will be celebrated.  Plan to be in church on that 
day to share this meal with the people of God.

FOOD ON THE FIRST: Food items (non-perishable) are col-
lected on the first Sunday of the month and then taken to 
The Storehouse Food Pantry.  Bring your items on Sunday, 
February 2, or during office hours the week before.

SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 2

FAITH CONVERSATIONS
SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 9

On February 9, you’re invited to join us in the parlor after the 
11am service for a simple lunch and conversations on faith.  
The topics will vary from month-to-month, but will offer a 
time to reflect on how we are called to live out our faith as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  If you have any questions, feel free 
to talk to Ann Hamel or Frank Mansell.  We look forward to 
seeing you as we share in meaningful conversation together!
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On February 19-25, I will be heading back to the Domini-
can Republic.  This time some familiar faces will accompany 
me.  Bere Gil Soto, the pastor from Iglesia Hermandad Cris-
tiana, and our own Pastor Willy Almodovar will be joining 
me, along with Barry Sumner, and Cathy and Dan Alexan-
der.  This trip has several goals.  The six of us will be taking  
12 Dorcas Baskets, which will contain curriculum and craft 
supplies for their summer Vacation Bible School.  Barry and 
Bere will be leading a leadership workshop for twenty some 
pastors for two days in the South region, which is where 
Tamayo is located.  Prior to this, we will meet in the capi-
tal, Santo Domingo, with Rev. Cancu, Rev. Erasme, Method-
ist Missionaries – Ardell and Gordy Granger.  This will be to 
discuss plans for:

•	 a Solar Oven Mission Trip, which is scheduled for Octo-
ber 10-17;

•	 future VBS curriculum and Dorcas Basket needs (each 
basket serves 120 children);

•	 a youth anti-violence camp scheduled for June 11-13.

We are also hoping to connect with the PC(USA) mission-
ary, JoElla Holman, who plans to retire at the end of 2020.  
The last two days of the trip will be spent visiting with Pas-
tor Elsa and Jairo in Tamayo.  

This will be a busy trip but very productive as our Presbytery 
of Whitewater Valley continues to grow relationships and 
build partnerships with the people from the Iglesia Evan-
gelica Dominicana (IED) churches.  We covet your prayers 
during this time, as we ask for God’s Spirit to move in our 
conversations with our partners during this week!

Peace -
Lisa

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TRIP
FEBRUARY 19-25
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JKPC DINES TOGETHER

We will gather at noon on Monday, February 24, for lunch 
with our members at Westside Garden Plaza. Come for a 
meal, communion and fellowship with our members.  Please 
RSVP to the Church Office (317-291-0308).

ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 26
SUPPER AND WORSHIP

Wednesday, February 26, we will gather in the Fellowship 
Hall at 6pm for our traditional pancake supper.  Our thanks 
to Nancy Orme and Sandy Jordan and their assistants in 
preparing our meal!

Following supper, we will have worship with scripture, prayer, 
and the imposition of ashes, marking the beginning of our 
remembrance of the Season of Lent.  Please join us for this 
special evening of worship and fellowship.

CAMP SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 23

On Sunday, February 23, we will celebrate our strong and 
vibrant relationship with Pyoca Camp and Retreat Cen-
ter.  Rev. Molly DeWitt, program director at Pyoca, will be 
preaching at both worship services (9 & 11am) at John Knox 
that day.  During the Church School hour (10am), Molly will 
be available in the fellowship hall for a time of interaction 
with children, youth and adults to talk about Pyoca’s minis-
try.  This will include the summer camp season in 2020, as 
well as other opportunities for retreats during the year for 
youth and adults.  Don’t miss this great day in the life of our 
church!
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CREW CAR WASH - 2019

It’s car wash time again!  As usual, February will be our 
month to sell Crew Car Wash tickets to support the Debt 
Retirement Fund.  Each ticket is $10.  With each ticket pur-
chase, we will receive 50% as our profit.  So, if we sell 100 
tickets, we will raise $500.  By selling 200 tickets, we will 
raise $1000. Tickets will be sold all four Sundays in February 
between services.  Thanks for your support!

If you eat at City Barbeque, 9116 Rockville Road (on the 
north side of the road just east of County Line Road) on 
Tuesday, February 11, 10:30am-9:00pm, 25% of your total 
bill (not including tax) will go to the church debt retirement 
fund.  Carry-out orders are included.  You must present a 
flyer when you place your order.  Flyers are available on the 
table under the bulletin board by the church office and on 
the church website on the home page under service proj-
ects.  Please give flyers to your relatives, friends, neighbors, 
co-workers, etc.  However, you may not distribute flyers in 
the restaurant parking lot the day of the event.  This is a 
great way to help the church and go out to eat.  Thanks for 
your support!

DINING EVENT - CITY BARBEQUE
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11

Hayden Flynn
Hayden.s.flynn@linde.com
Cell:  317-417-8527

Emily Damone
1716 Courtny Lane
Durham, NC 27713
Phone: 317-607-6423

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/PHONE
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FINANCIAL NOTES AND THANKS
END OF 2019: In November, we notified you that we were 
facing a significant shortfall in income for 2019 due to 
deaths, moves, and changes in people’s financial circum-
stances.  Your generous, faithful response is deeply hum-
bling once again.  We ended the year receiving $7,871 more 
income that what we spent for the year.  We are grateful for 
your generous support of this Open. Caring. Community!

2020 PER CAPITA: Did you know that we pay to the larger 
church (presbytery, synod, and general assembly) a per cap-
ita mission payment based on our membership each year?  
This is a commitment we fulfill as a connectional church in 
the annual budget.  For 2020, that amount per member is 
$41.39, or approximately $8,400 for the year.  Would you 
consider making a contribution above and beyond your nor-
mal giving to help offset this?  Mark your check “per capita,” 
and thank you for your generosity!  If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to contact Cindy Hiday (317-388-1280).

METAL RECYCLING: $898.00

TRASH BAG SALES:  Trash bags will be sold on February 
16 between services.  They are $13 per roll and available in 
3 sizes.  If you should need trash bags at another time, see 
Dick Herman or Judy Ricketts on Sunday; or they may be 
purchased in the church office on week days during office 
hours.  Proceeds go to Debt Retirement.  Thanks!

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM - You raised 
$161.19 in the fourth quarter of 2019.  If you are not partici-
pating in the program, sign-up instructions are on the table 
by the church office.  Even if you only shop at Kroger’s oc-
casionally, you can still help raise money for the church.  All 
you need is a Kroger Plus card.  They are free and can be ob-
tained at any Kroger store customer service counter.  Please 
contact Judy Ricketts at 317-272-2533 (home) or 317-840-
7794 (cell) with questions.  Thanks for your support!

DEBT RETIREMENT FUNDRAISING
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Time goes so quickly and yes, it is time to talk about Lent.  
Our Lenten Book Study is taking on a little different feel 
as the book is not focused on any specific characters.  It is 
about opening our eyes to God’s presence all around us.  This 
book will help us grow in confidence that God is attentive to 
us and involved in our life as we learn to recognize God in 
and around us, reflect on our experience, and respond faith-
fully to God’s presence and action in our life.  This should be 
very appropriate for Lent as we pause and take the time to 
examine our life and our journey of faith.  Beth and David 
Booram are the authors of the book.  They are cofounders 
and directors of Fall Creek Abbey, an urban retreat center in 
Indianapolis, where they lead the School of Spiritual Direc-
tion.  Our meeting dates and times for the study are March 
4, 11, 18, 25, April 1 and 8 at 6:30-8:30pm.  In the past, we 
have had only women join us but please know that men are 
welcome, as well.  The cost of the book is $18.  Please put a 
check or cash in Lisa’s mailbox at church and sign-up on the 
bulletin board outside the office so we know who will be at-
tending.  If you have any questions, please see Lisa Crismore 
(317-291-0308; jkpcce@comcast.net).

LENTEN BOOK STUDY - 
“WHEN FAITH BECOMES SIGHT”

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

9 a.m. Worship C o m b i n e d 
Worship

11 a.m. Worship

Dec 22 71 38

Dec 29 62

Jan. 5 65 24

Jan. 12 65 28

Jan. 19 68 21
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KAYENTA BABY SHOWER 

In March and April, the PWCT will be collecting new and 
gently used baby/toddler items to be given to the Kayenta 
Reservation in Arizona.  Baby items are on sale now, so plan 
ahead!  Let’s fill these boxes for the Kayenta Reservation.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Rebecca Hurt Feb 1
Marcus Whitfield Feb 1
Patty McKinnon Feb 2
Maddie Andrews Feb 3
Lance Wells  Feb 4
Amber Judy  Feb 5
Heather Mansell Feb 6
Derek Hurt  Feb 8
Matthew Whitaker Feb 9
Jennifer Merrill Feb 10
Zach Merrill  Feb 10
Courtney Merrill Feb 10

Nicholas Graves    Feb 16
Francis McCracken    Feb 16
Kelsey Merrill    Feb 16
Marvena Roush    Feb 20
JoEllen Gagna    Feb 21
Danny Fultz                Feb 23
Allyssa Larrick            Feb 23
Frank Mansell             Feb 24
Megan Gogan     Feb 24
Troy Judy                    Feb 28

SAVE THE DATE
PW GARAGE SALE - APRIL 4

It’s that time of year again.  Be sure to put “GARAGE SALE” 
on your calendar for Saturday, April 4, and start cleaning 
out those closets, drawers, and cabinets, organizing that ga-
rage, or going through the “stuff” in the attic or basement!  
Please keep in mind that we no longer accept TVs, comput-
ers, large entertainment centers, large exercise equipment 
or Christmas decorations. 

Look in your March Tidings for more details about when 
to donate and many other ways you can help to make this 
event a great success.  Thanks for your support!
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IN SYMPATHY

We share in the sorrow of the family of Betty Stephanoff, 
who died on January 10, 2020.  A service to celebrate Bet-
ty’s life was held on January 16, 2020, at John Knox Presby-
terian Church, with a committal service at Washington Park 
North Cemetery.

We share in the sorrow of Terry Pitcock and his family, on 
the death of Janet Pitcock on January 21, 2020.  A service 
to celebrate Janet’s life was held on January 29, 2020, at 
John Knox Presbyterian Church, with a committal service at 
Washington Park North Cemetery.

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, says the Spirit.  
They rest from their labors, and their works shall follow them.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
SOS DINNERS

One of the great gifts our church provides at the time of 
death is offering a meal or reception following a funeral ser-
vice at John Knox.  The Presbyterian Women’s Association 
offers this to all families as a chance to gather, enjoy fellow-
ship, and offer hospitality to guests who have travelled from 
near and far to celebrate their loved one’s life.

In the past, the PW would ask those in the congregation to 
contribute a specific dish to share for these meals.  How-
ever, it has become much easier for the PW to prepare the 
food from a set menu, and ask for monetary donations to 
facilitate these meals.  Know that if you wish to contribute 
toward these meals, the PW would welcome your donations 
- please make your check payable to “PWJKC” and mark it 
“SOS Dinners.”  If you would still like to contribute a food 
item, desserts are a wonderful way to do that.  Please see 
Bev Ray, Cindy Hiday, or Sandy Jordan if you have any ques-
tions.  Thank you for all you do for families as an Open. Car-
ing. Community!
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CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING - We collected $1,357 for the 
Christmas Joy Offering this year, over $200 more than last 
year.  This is one of the four special offerings of the PC(USA), 
and supports retired church workers and their spouses, as 
well as students at racial-ethnic colleges supported by the 
PC(USA).  THANK YOU!

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING - At the Christmas Eve service, 
we received over $690 for the offering that will be dedicat-
ed to the New Beginnings Program here at John Knox.  As 
you will read each month from Amy’s updates, these monies 
support our neighbors who come through our doors need-
ing assistance with food, utilities, rent, and transportation.  
THANK YOU!

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE DINNER - For New Year’s 
Eve, we had at least fifteen volunteers serve over 55 guests 
dinner, whose children were patients at Riley Hospital for 
Children.  That was one of the largest crowds we’ve served 
in years!  Many thanks to all who served and those who 
cooked homemade dishes to share for the dinner - it was 
much appreciated!

MISSION TEAM THANK YOU’S!

SAVE THE DATES

COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE - MARCH 15: We will burn 
the mortgage and celebrate this momentous occasion!

SATURDAY - APRIL 4 - GARAGE SALE: Start saving your 
“treasures” and bring them to church for the PW Garage 
Sale the first Saturday of April! 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES:
  Palm Sunday - April 5 - 9 & 11am
  Maundy Thursday - April 9 - 7pm
  Good Friday - April 10 - 12noon
  Easter Sunday - April 12 - 9 & 11am
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The choir is planning to visit the Wheeler Center for Women 
and Children on Saturday, February 22.  We would like to en-
courage everyone to consider donating much-needed sup-
plies to the center in advance of our visit.  There are THREE 
ways to donate! 

1)  BRING ITEMS TO CHURCH before February 22:
You can bring any of the following items to the church and 
place them in the big box outside the church office prior to 
February 22, and the choir will deliver them directly to the 
center when we visit:  FULL-SIZED items of shampoo, condi-
tioner, body soap, women’s hair styling products (including 
textured hair products), razors and shaving cream, deodor-
ant, sweatpants.  Do not bring travel size items, because the 
women generally stay at the center for an extended period 
of time.  The items listed are specific items that the Women 
and Children’s Center can take at this time, along with the 
items in the Amazon “wish list” (see #2). 

2)  SHOP ONLINE (any time):
Go to this link for an Amazon “wish list” of items the 
center needs. The items you order will be sent di-
rectly to the center: https://www.amazon.com/hz/
wishlist/ls/2KJEK2L6UNHC8/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?_
encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist.

3) LOOK AT THIS GENERAL LIST OF NEEDS (any time):
This list is for all the centers, and items need to be deliv-
ered to the address given (which is NOT the address of the 
Women and Children’s Center): 
https://wheelermission.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/
WM-Needs-List-and-Collection-Drive-3-22-2019.pdf

For additional ways to help or give, or if you have questions 
on what is acceptable to donate, refer to the link below.  You 
will see that they take vehicles, including cars, trucks, vans, 
mini-buses, boats, tractors, and heavy construction equip-
ment, among other things!

SUPPORT WHEELER WOMEN &
CHILDREN’S CENTER
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https://wheelermission.org/ways-to-give/more-ways-to-
help/

The choir really appreciates any help you can give.  The 
Women and Children’s Center has been a special place of 
ministry for the choir for several years now.  We would love 
to be able to take some supplies with us that they need on 
February 22.  But really, any way you are able to help would 
be greatly appreciated!  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to talk to Jeff Gillespie or any member of the choir.  
Thank you!

A SPECIAL VALENTINE’S GIFT

Did you know you can do alternative giving for Valentine’s 
Day?  Make a financial donation on February 9 to help with 
New Beginnings (JKPC food cabinet), for people who come 
here needing help with food, gas, and other needs.  It’s a 
good feeling to know we can help our neighbors.  Mark your 
donation “New Beginnings,” and thank you for your continu-
ing efforts to make this such an Open. Caring. Community! 

NEW BEGINNINGS UPDATE

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE:  The “New Beginnings” pro-
gram offers hope, relief and resources for so many.  It’s a 
wonderful way to share our blessings with our community.  
This month we were able to help 6 families with food, gas, 
diapers, warm clothing, and blankets.  In addition to these 
wonderful things God has provided through you, John Knox 
Church was able to provide Christmas assistance to 2 fami-
lies in addition to our Angel Tree Christmas drive!  God is 
good all the time!  Please take a moment to pray and con-
sider contributing to the “New Beginnings” program.  I know 
that each one of the families looking to find assistance here 
are thankful for your support of the “New Beginnings” pro-
gram!  I look forward to seeing all the good we can do in 
2020!      -- Amy Willis
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