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Grateful to God

This has been a year unlike any other - for our church, for our country, and for 
our world.  The impacts of a global pandemic on our daily lives could never 
have been imagined when we began 2020 - and yet, we have all learned to 
adapt to an ever-changing world.  What has been inspiring to see is how John 
Knox Presbyterian Church has adapted to serve our community and world with 
care, compassion, and joy.  That has only been possible through your dedicat-
ed commitment to the ministry of this Open. Caring. Community.

Inside you will read of how our church has served in Christ’s name during these 
challenging times, and how we seek to serve in the coming year through all of 
our various ministries.  Prayerfully consider your response to this message, and 
bring your commitments of time, talent, and treasure with you on Sunday, Oc-
tober 25, 2020, as we dedicate our lives and our gifts in two special worship 
services at 9:00 and 11:00am on Stewardship Sunday.

May we all be witnesses to God’s Spirit moving in our midst, as we seek to 
serve the light of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord!



AN HISTORICAL START TO THE YEAR

We began this year with an incredible announcement: that 
through the deep generosity of several households, we were pay-
ing off the loan with Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program 
in the amount of $307,000.  At the annual congregational meet-
ing that day, we wrote the final check, and later that week it was 
hand-delivered to PILP in Louisville.  And for the first time in the 
history of our congregation, John Knox Presbyterian Church was 
debt-free!  What began as a vision for a new sanctuary that was 
completed in 2010, and continued with consistent and dedicated 
giving to pay down the $1.5 million project, ended with joyous 
celebration on January 26, 2020, as the final check was written.  
If there was ever a testament to “God’s Timing” for something to 
happen, this was it - especially with what was to follow just two 
months later.

As the coronavirus pandemic hit and we had to shut 
our facility down in March, the church did not close.  
We found new and innovative ways to bring hope and 
love to our neighbors who had such great need.
• We increased our giving and donations to The 

Storehouse Food Pantry, which saw a dramatic rise 
in people who needed food and supplies after los-
ing their jobs.  Through nine months, we have given 
over $15,000 to The Storehouse for their ministry.

• We learned how to provide worship and education 
opportunities online through Facebook and Zoom, and we discovered people par-
ticipating from all across the country and globe!

Once we were able to meet in-person, we continued to adapt so that people could be 
fed spiritually in safe, meaningful ways:

• We held VBS on two successive Saturdays in July 
outside, where children and families could enjoy 
storytelling, crafts, games, and music.

• We resumed in-person worship while continuing 
to stream services online, all through a grant we 
received through the Center for Congregations.

• The Deacons held an ice cream drive thru for our 
community, and served 165 people who were very 
grateful for our hospitality.

These are just some of the many ways John Knox has 
continued to be an Open. Caring. Community.

MEETING AN UNPRECEDENTED CHALLENGE



CONTINUATION OF DEDICATED GIVING

Throughout this challenging year, you have continued to be con-
sistent and generous in your support of John Knox:
• We finished 2019 receiving $7,871 more that expenses.
• Through September 2020, we are ahead in our pledged giv-

ing by nearly $3,000, and expenses are below budget.
• Because we paid off the loan in January, we have used some 

of those additional funds to make improvements in the fel-
lowship hall, replacing the original carpeting and lighting.

• We have not had to lay off or reduce hours for our staff, and 
we have met our mission obligations which we made at the 
beginning of the year.

God has been incredibly generous to us.  And now, we are called 
to return thanks to God with our gifts in the year ahead.

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2021

In these times of great need, we seek to grow our service in gratitude to God at John 
Knox.  With so much uncertainty related to the future and people’s financial well-being, 
we are seeking to keep our annual budget for ministry in 2021 at levels consistent with 
2020.  In doing so:
• Our mission benevolences would continue to be at 

least 10% of our annual budget, reflecting our com-
mitment to tithe what we receive in giving.

• We would continue to fund our ministries of Edu-
cation, Mission, Worship, Deacons, and Trustees at 
levels that are comparable to 2020 levels.

Now that we have paid off the loan, some of you 
have continued to give what you had been giving to 
debt retirement to a “New Fund.”  As we look ahead 
to 2021, the Finance Team and Session see the importance of investing in our future, 
through continued improvements to our infrastructure and new outreach opportuni-
ties.  This New Fund would be part of a larger plan for such future investments.

If you wish to continue to give a portion of your 
pledge to this New Fund, you may indicate that on 
your pledge card.  If you would prefer to designate 
your pledge completely to the annual budget, then 
simply mark your card in that area only.  And as we 
continue to dream about what God has in store next 
for John Knox, please feel free to talk to members of 
the Finance Team and Session as to your ideas for how 
this New Fund might be utillized for our ministry!



Members of the Finance Team are available to answer any of your questions as 
you prayerfully consider your pledge of financial support for next year.  Please 
feel free to contact Cindy Hiday, Dan Bourne, Clark Wells, Jeff Roberts, Troy Judy, 
and Frank Mansell if you have any questions, concerns, or ideas you’d like to share.  
And complete the enclosed pledge card for both annual budget and the New 
Fund in 2021 and bring it with you on October 25, as we dedicate our gifts to 
God.  If you’re unable to be here on October 25, please feel free to mail it to the 
church to the attention of Cindy Hiday, Financial Secretary.

THANK YOU once again for your powerful, incredible witness and generosity to 
this Open. Caring. Community!

There are a number of ways you can give of your financial resources to change 
people’s lives in Christ in 2021 at John Knox Presbyterian Church.

Check and/or Cash - Sundays or by Mail - By using the offering envelopes we pro-
vide, you may contribute by cash or check on Sundays or during the week.
Automatic Bill Pay - Nearly all financial institutions/banks offer free automatic bill 
pay for their customers, and this is a consistent, direct way to make your financial 
contribution to the church.  You can set it up for a set amount on a set schedule, 
and the check is automatically mailed to John Knox for deposit.
Stocks and IRA Required Minimum Distributions - If you are older than 70-and-a-
half, you are required to make distributions out of your IRA.  Those can be donated 
directly to the church and is a tax-free option for individuals.  We also have the 
capability of receiving donations by sale of stock.
Electronic Giving - In 2021, it is our hope to offer new ways of giving electronically, 
so look for those options in the newsletter, emails, web site, and Sunday bulletins.
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HOW CAN YOU GIVE?

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO


